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WHAT'S INSIDE

Letter from the Principal

October news! What have
students been doing in the
classroom

Water Balloon Toss, new clubs
and Halloween at CSSS!

OCTOBER IS THE MONTH
WE ARE REMINDED TO
ALWAYS BE THANKFUL!
BY FABIANA MARTINEZ - DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS, MARKETING &
COMMUNICATIONS

Thanksgiving Day is a chance for people to give
thanks for a good harvest and other fortunes in
the past year. Although 2020 has been a
difficult year for all of us, we all have plenty to
be thankful for.
We are thankful for our students and staff
health and wellbeing and for being able to have
in person classes again! We are thankful for our
amazing healthcare workers, our families, our
friends, our pets, and everyone that has made
our days brighter.
What are you thankful for this year?

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL
DEAR PARENT/CARER,

October has certainly been a very busy month at
Canada Star Secondary School. It is so wonderful to see
our students grasp the opportunities they find at our
school where they can learn and pursue any future
that interests them and to grow as thinkers,
communicators, and as socially responsible citizens.
Many of our students have taken the initiative to form
clubs. We currently have students who have chosen to
start clubs including an art club, music club, gaming
club. We love seeing students taking this task upon
themselves. We also have a basketball club,
badminton club, the only Canadian chapter of The
National Society of High School Scholars, as well as
Student Council.
This past month we had the opportunity to have
presentations from partner universities like Northwest
University in Washington. We have cultivated
relationships with select universities that grant special
privileges to the students at Canada Star Secondary
School. Should you be interested in finding out what
unique opportunities our partnerships bring to our
students, please do not hesitate to ask. In many cases
the IELTS or SAT requirements are waived! This helps
remove huge barriers that many students face in
attempting to get into a good school. One of our
partner schools, Trent University, was just ranked the
number 1 undergraduate university in Ontario for the
tenth year in a row!
We have begun preparation for graduation
assessments. In November, the Grade 11 students who
have not completed the Graduation Literacy
Assessment will write that as well as any Grade 11 or 12
student who did not complete the Graduation
Numeracy Assessment. These assessments are
required for graduation.

Some key dates to keep in mind for November are:
November 2 – School Photo Day
November 6 – Teacher Professional Development Day
– School Closed
November 9 – Interim Report Cards will be distributed
November 10 – Parent-Teacher conferences
November 11 – Remembrance Day – School Closed

I am so proud to report that our students have done
fundraisers and been able to purchase Christmas gifts
that we will be sending to a deserving family in
Kugluktuk, Nunavut. We are hoping that our presents
will give them the best Christmas ever! It is wonderful
to see our students express care and concern for
others. This activity is an initiative of our chapter of The
National Society of High School Scholars and Student
Council. We are proud of this effort!
We are suggesting that every student and staff
member receive their flu shot this year. Should you
need guidance as to how to obtain this vaccine, please
feel free to contact the main office and we will be
happy to assist. We need to do everything we can in
order to keep our school community safe and healthy.

Sincerely,

Robert Anstey
Principal

THE CLAES NOBEL EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR
AWARD IS PRESENTED ANNUALLY TO
EXEMPLARY EDUCATORS WHO HAVE
DEMONSTRATED AN OUTSTANDING
COMMITMENT TOPREPARING STUDENTS FOR
SUCCESS IN COLLEGE AND IN LIFE. THESE
AWARDEES MODELBEST PRACTICES IN
TEACHING OR ADMINISTRATION INSIDE AND
OUTSIDE OF THE CLASSROOM, ARE PEER ROLE
MODELS, AND DEMONSTRATE OUTSTANDING
LEADERSHIP AND EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION.
WE WERE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT MR.
ANSTEY JUST BEEN SELECTED AS THE
RECIPIENT OF THIS AWARD FOR 2020.

LEARNING CONTINUES TO HAPPEN
THIS OCTOBER.
BY JOYCE TONG

Now that the first month of school has passed, students and teachers are now used
to classroom routines and classroom dynamics. In both Literary Studies 11 and
English Studies 12, whether it is asking and applying feedback for written
assignments, conducting group discussions for debate, or simply playing games to
review previously learned material, Canada Star students are busy taking ownership
of their learning.

Classroom Games
Classroom games play a consistent role in Mrs. Tong's English class to review
vocabulary and course content.
What’s the best way to chase away early morning sleepiness or post-lunch food
coma? Playing games!

Students in English classes choose from Hangman,

Pictionary, Heads-up, or Bingo to review vocabulary and literary terms.
Students in English Studies 12 have a heated game of Jeopardy to review for an
upcoming Short Story test.

CLASSROOM
GAMES

Classroom
Activities
Students are busy
engaging with the course
material through group
discussion and project
work.

DEAR:
Drop Everything and Read

To build on student literacy skills, the first
15 minutes of every second block of the
day is devoted to Drop Everything and
Read (DEAR). Out in the portable,
students have the option of finding a
comfortable spot in the classroom
reading corner.
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In the classroom

Learning and growing in class
Mr. Chiang's students are doing so well that they can even
teach each other! They are sharing their solutions with their
classmates with grace, confidence, and pride.
Students built self terrariums in Geography 12 with Mr.
Duncan. Hopefully these self contained environments will
flourish and develop as the year continues. We will keep you
posted!
We are even lucky enough to have live music by our students,
in our school lobby sometimes. Our students are so talented!
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In the classroom

Our ELL students have been
exploring different countries around
the world and created their own
presentations to share with the class.
We got to learn about the different
foods, clothing, traditions, and
geography of countries like Japan,
Mexico, Italy, and France. This has
allowed the students in the class to
practice their English speaking and
writing skills.

"It's difficult to believe that we're almost at the
end of our second month of school. This
October, students have settled into the groove
of the new semester well. Their initial
excitement to return to school has held strong,
and has been directed into several interesting
activities, from a fundraising water balloon toss,
to the creation of several clubs.
We've also found opportunities to be creative
in our school work. For instance, this week the
Social Studies 10 class has produced models of
indigenous villages, in an effort to demonstrate
a knowledge of the First Peoples' connection to
the land. They've turned out great, and I'm
looking
forward
to
seeing
what
more
imaginative work is to come." - Mr. Tanner
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Water Balloon Toss

Having fun for a good cause!
Everyone had a so much fun with our Water Ballon Toss for
charity!
This years fundraiser, for a "Christmas in Nunavut" drive is an
initiative of our chapter of The National Society of High
School Scholars and Student Council, and it aims to give a
wonderful family a Canada Star Christmas to remember.
The National Society of High School Scholars provides a wide
range of opportunities that align with our students' journey
from high school to college. In addition to awarding more
than $2 million in scholarships to qualified applicants each
year, NSHSS offers internships, study abroad, summer
programs, discounts on educational services, and more.

Clubs
ASIDE FROM ACADEMICS, THERE HAS BEEN SO MUCH HAPPENING FOR
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AT OUR SCHOOL. IT’S EXCITING TO SEE CANADA
STAR STUDENTS TAKE INITIATIVE IN FORMING STUDENT-LED CLUBS. THIS
OCTOBER, WE SAW BOTH GAMING CLUB AND ART CLUB TAKE OFF!

Our clubs are not all fun
and games!
What’s Art Club up to this month? They are busy
painting a family portrait of the school’s “adopted”
family in Nunavut for Christmas.
Our students are not only creative but also so
sweet!
Also new this year, is our "Gaming Club". Thus far,
a task we've set for ourselves is to collaboratively
build a convincing replica of our own building in
Minecraft. Can't wait to see the end results!

WE WANT TO START A
NEW JOURNALISM CLUB!
Learn journalism skills, start the school's newspaper
or radio station, make videos for our youtube
channel or take over our social media!

contact:
admissions@canadastarsecondary.ca

to sign up

Happy Halloween!

Celebrating Halloween
with some fun games!
October was a great
month at Canada Star
Secondary.
See you all next month!

