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WHAT'S INSIDE

Letter from the Principal

January news! What have
students been doing in the
classroom?

Recycled Runway and our
New Student Success Center!

HAPPY 2021 FROM CANADA
STAR SECONDARY!
BY FABIANA MARTINEZ - DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS, MARKETING &
COMMUNICATIONS

We know 2020 was a year filled with new
challenges. We all had to learn to do things
differently and adapt to a new reality. We are
very proud of you for thriving through it!
A new year has started and this is the best
time for all of us to set some new goals. To
help you achieve these goals, we have started
the Student Success Center this month. As the
beginning of the new semester approaches,
this is a great time to find new motivation.
Together, we can make your aspirations and
dreams become your reality!
We'll see many new faces at school in
February, please welcome them, and make
them feel at home!

LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents / Carers,
We have welcomed in the new year and, while the
COVID-19 pandemic still looms large, 2021 brings us
new hope. We look forward to a tremendous start to
the second semester and we extend a very warm
welcome to the new students that will be joining us.
Our New Student Orientation is at 9:00 AM on
January 29th.
We thank our school community for understanding the
procedures we have in place to protect our students,
faculty, and staff. We take safety at Canada Star
Secondary School very seriously. We must, however,
remain vigilant in our daily health checks, physical
distancing, and hand hygiene as this is not the time to
let our guard down.
Before coming to school, students need to perform the
Mandatory Daily Health Declaration and if your child
answers “YES” to any of the questions, this will
prevent him/her from entering the school effective
immediately.
Reminders for when students arrive at school:
Upon arrival at school, sanitize or wash their
hands.
Arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before the start
of their class.
Wear a mask in areas where physical distancing
is not possible.
Physical distancing to be always observed when
in public areas.
Where physical distancing is not possible,
students must wear a mask.

In preparation for potential severe winter weather, and
possibly snow, I would like to remind you that the best
source for school status updates is our school website
– www.canadastarsecondary.ca. A banner will
appear at the top of the screen. We attempt to post
warnings and closure notices by 6:30am, as needed.
Messaging is also shared on our school social media
channels (Facebook, WeChat, and Instagram.) Please
be reminded to dress for the weather, including
appropriate footwear, and be careful on sidewalks and
roadways. As always, parents/guardians are best able
to assess their immediate circumstances and choose
whether to send their child(ren) to school in the event
of an extreme weather event.
Due to the pandemic, students in Student Council and
The National Society of High School Scholars have
had to rethink the activities that they can bring to the
school. They are busy planning safe activities for the
coming semester.
We look forward to seeing what they have in store for
us. Our school believes firmly in giving to others. The
Student Council will be continuing our kindness
project involving a family and school in Kugluktuk,
Nunavut. The family was so delighted by the presents
we sent during the holiday season.
With your support, we can look forward to a very
successful
2021.
Sincerely,

Robert Anstey
Principal

Our students are very creative and
hardworking. In the beginning of
December, students in Literary Studies
submitted their short story projects that
synthesized readings and personal
responses to the course question: what
factors shape our decisions? Everyone was
given the same assignment and the same
prompt, but all their responses are unique.

Check out their work!

As the semester comes to a close,
Literary Studies 11 students reflected
on their learning. Through a gallery
walk, they discussed new
understandings they have, skills that
they learned, and difficulties they
overcame.

Students in English Studies 12
showed off their critical and
creative thinking by completing
amazing Passion Projects. They
crafted their own driving
question, researched
information regarding their
topic, and showed off their
learning in unique ways. They
combined their passions for art,
humanities, or science to create
magazines, guidebooks, and/or
websites.
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Mr. Mazzon's classroom

Mr. Mazzon's Anatomy and Physiology 12 students enjoyed a
beautiful sunny day outside for the kids to get some vitamin D
while participating in a reflex arc lab. The students focused
on tactile, auditory and visual stimulus to see their reaction
times.
Students dissected a pig heart which is very similar to that of
a human. They traced the vascular pathways that would take
blood away from the heart to the tissues of the body and
return the oxygen-poor blood back to the
heart where it would be sent to the lungs for gas exchange.

Mr. Mazzon's class participated in a
workshop by SeaSmart that highlighted
the global issue of plastics in our
waterways. The students made a
pledge to reduce their ecological
footprint by running a clothing drive to
recycle clothes which limits new
production with plastics made in
clothes like polyester and they donated
the clothes for the holiday season.
They believed this would be a way for
them to give back to the community
and recycle old clothes instead of
throwing them away.
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In the classroom
"With the semester drawing to a close, the students have been hard at work preparing
for their exams and final projects. Our Grade 8 and 9 Science class found some time
between the rain to head outside and create some wave-form motion with ropes and
springs. Meanwhile, Social Studies had them researching medieval feudalism and
creating skits to demonstrate what they found. Before the English 10 students began
their exam week, they were able to pencil together their own role-playing characters complete with a personality, history, skills - with which they could take for a spin in the
game world of Dungeons and Dragons. All in all, a great finish to our first semester!"
Mr. Tanner

Of
the
over
50
new
vocabulary words and terms
we learned this semester,
how many words do you
remember?
Students worked as a class
to remember as many terms
as they can.

JANUARY 2021

In the classroom

On Friday, January 15, Drama
students took full advantage of the
beautiful weather outside. A
refreshing reminder of how important
it is to play!
Mr. Chiang's students are making
engaging teaching videos! They are
taking turns to teach and enjoy
learning from each other!

Student Success Center
We started our Student Success Center
this month!
The Student Success Center is a place to
go after school to seek extra help or
work on homework. The Center is
supervised by a qualified teacher.
We care about your success!

Canada Star Runway

Prior to the winter break, we had a
day of fun where the classes
competed to create a fashionable
outfit out of recycled materials, and
this was followed by a fashion
show.
The teachers were such
good sports and did an outstanding
job on the “runway!” The winning
classes were Mr. Mazzon, Mr.
Duncan, and Mr. Hennig.

Behind the Scenes
of the Fashion Show

New Partnership!
Canada Star Secondary School is proud to announce our new partnership with Seattle
Pacific University. Seattle Pacific University is a private university, founded in 1891, of
approximately 2,700 undergraduates and 800 graduate students. SPU is located on a 43acre campus in a peaceful residential neighborhood on the north slope of Queen Anne Hill,
only 10 minutes from the heart of downtown Seattle. SPU’s location just minutes from this
world-class business and technology hub allows students access to internships,
mentorships, and other practical career connections. This Seattle location provides
something for everyone: connections to world- renowned businesses, arts and culture,
national sports teams, and a stunningly beautiful natural environment.
SPU offers 71 undergraduate majors, 29 master’s degree programs, and 6 doctoral programs, as well as
9 graduate-level certificate programs. Seattle Pacific is nationally recognized as a top university by US
News & World Report. USN&WR also ranks SPU’s School of Business, Government, and Economics
among the “best undergraduate business programs” and their School of Engineering among the “best
undergraduate engineering programs” in the United States. The partnership between Canada Star
Secondary School and Seattle Pacific University offers unique opportunities for our students.

