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Spring is here!
What's inside:

BY FABIANA MARTINEZ - DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

We hope you have all enjoyed your Spring and Easter Breaks and
that you were able to use this time to enjoy a mental break from the

IN THE CLASSROOM

routines of school and the demands of formal learning.

SCHOOL EVENTS

It is hard to believe that the final few weeks of the school year are

TRENT UNIVERSITY'S
OPEN HOUSE
WINDSOR HALL!

upon us. This time is typically very busy for students, but we are
here to support you in every way possible.
Our graduation date is June 4th. We have ordered some wonderful
presents for the graduates and we will have a great ceremony for
them. We will be announcing our Valedictorian next month! Stay
tuned!

APRIL 2021

April 2021 Official Newsletter

Principal's Message
APRIL 30TH, 2021
Dear Parents and Carers:

While no audience is permitted, we will live stream the
ceremony as well as record it for those who need to watch it

Spring is here and with it comes a season of hope and new

at a later date. We have purchased some beautiful presents

beginnings. There is much to look forward to as we get

for each graduate to celebrate their accomplishments. There

ahead of this pandemic and begin to slowly return to some

will be awards presented at the ceremony as well including

semblance of normalcy.

the Governor General’s Award. We will continue to keep you
posted regarding our plans.

While this year has been challenging for students, staff, and
families, we should be proud of how far we have come and

Student nominations have now been submitted for our

how well we have done. Our community has shown

valedictorian for the graduation ceremony. The student

remarkable resilience in the face of this pandemic. I want to

selected will be announced in the coming weeks. We had so

thank everyone for staying vigilant in their efforts to stop the

many incredible students nominated this year.

spread of COVID-19 and for keeping our community safe.
Please follow the Provincial Health Officer’s orders on

Our

students

are

provided

many

opportunities

to

gatherings, physically distance, and mask up!

understand and reflect on their growth in the Ministry of
Education’s Core Competencies of Communication and

Our days at Canada Star Secondary School are always busy

Collaboration, Creative, Critical and Reflective Thinking and

ones! Many exciting things have been happening at our

Personal

school and we hope you enjoy seeing some of those events

Developing important attributes and competencies will help

here in the pages of this newsletter.

all young people succeed at school and in whatever future

and

Social

Awareness

and

Responsibility.

pathway they choose to pursue. Students are exposed to the
We recently sent out the interim report cards and we are so

Core Competencies in all of their classes and will be

pleased with the progress our students are making and the

provided many opportunities to reflect on their personal

growth
they have
shown. These reports provide an early
What's
happening

strengths and areas for growth. All students will be required

indication
of how students are progressing in their classes as
at school:

to complete reflections in all classes this year. To read more

well as their attendance record since the start of the

about the Core Competencies, please explore this link:

semester.
While
we set aside time on April 29th for
GOLD
STAR

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/competencies.

conferencing, please feel free to reach out to your child’s

AWARDEES FOR
APRIL - 3

teacher should you have any concerns. We care about your

We thank you for being a part of the Canada Star Secondary

child’s progress.

School family.
Sincerely,

Given the many changing guidelines due to COVID-19, we
have been forced to revise our plans many times for
graduation. Please be assured that we are planning a lovely
ceremony on June 4, 2021 for the students while adhering to
all the guidelines set forth by the Provincial Health Officer.

Robert Anstey, Principal
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IN THE CLASSROOM
"April has kept us busy as we reached the half-way mark of the semester!
In Social Studies 10, the students were investigating the connections between
Canada's First Peoples and the land, and then demonstrated their knowledge
by presenting it in the form of a diorama.
In Drafting 10, students were using creative design strategies to develop a
comfortable 'tiny home' that fit into just 480 square feet. Meanwhile the
English 10 students were sharpening their writing skills with decorative
figurative language, and analyzing works heavy with symbolism.
And finally, Career Life Connections students were becoming familiar with
the rules and regulations that will keep them safe and healthy when they hit
the workforce." Mr. Tanner
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With constant advancements in molecular
genetics such as CRISPR, the students
debated the ethics associated with the
challenge of regulating these innovations,
should the scientists who discovered the
innovation be the ones to decide what
happens with their work, and is it ethical to
alter the genetic code of life?

With the beautiful sunny weather, the students
created their own labs to highlight the
importance of clearly identifying variables to
construct a strong hypothesis. After the students
created their hypothesis, they tested their
hypothesis by analyzing heart rate and time to
complete exercises. The students then exchanged
their labs with peers to think about how they
would suggest improvements critically.

Science 10's most recent lab had them exploring chemical reactions by
performing electrolysis of water.
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With all the nice
weather lately, our
Career Life Education
and Chemistry 12
students were eager to
take their homework
and assignments to the
park and enjoy the
sunshine!

Everyone
in
Mr.
Chiang's class works so
hard,
taking
notes
diligently. (Left)
In Math 9, students
were learning patterns
and
relations
with
popsicle sticks. (Right)

Students in Geography 12 in their most recent lab have been tasked with
designing and building a working seismometer. With varied success in their
builds, all students have learned practical skills and the principles of
earthquake detection.
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In food studies classes students made typical Portuguese custard tarts called
Pasteis de Nata, a specialty of Belem, near Lisbon. The pastries have crisp,
puff pastry crusts that are filled with a luscious baked egg custard.
These looked delicious!

As a review to the end of our DNA unit, the students enjoyed a beautiful day
working in groups with chalk to replicate DNA, transcribe RNA, and
translate the mRNA sequences into amino acid sequences. This highlighted
the Central Dogma of biology, a core component of the Anatomy and
Physiology 12 course.
The students used their creativity and knowledge of DNA replication to build
replication models to teach each other the mechanics of one of the most
important components in living organisms. The students' models ranged from
handmade DNA molecules to building a replication model on a computer
game. The creativity in this project was nothing short of outstanding.
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English Language
Learning students are
currently reading The
Twits by Roald Dahl. Last
week, we created a news
report where students
interviewed characters
from the story.

Students in English 8/9 had been reading the novel The Miraculous Journey of
Edward Tulane. In preparation for their final presentation for the class novel, the
students had a busy month creating clothes, preparing interview questions, and
completing character sketches as part of their unit project.

APRIL 2021

SCHOOL EVENTS

As COVID-19 cases continue to raise, and the weather gets better, we do all we can
to spend more time outside. Our Social Media and Marketing Club decided to host a
Spring Chalk Art Garden in our school's parking lot, to lift the school's spirit up.
They did a great job, and it was a day full of fun under the sun!
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Last Friday we had a dress-down day and a FOOD BANK DRIVE! In order to
participate, students donated non-perishable foods or made a cash donation. We
will deliver the food to the food bank in the school bus as a Trent Day of Service.
We also celebrated the 457th birthday of Willian Shakespeare with donuts and
birthday decorations to make it a memorable activity. Happy 457th William!
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TRENT UNIVERSITY VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE
Our Partner school, Trent University, is inviting all of our

Register here:

students to join the Trent International Virtual Open House.

https://www.trentu.ca/futurestudents/international/virtualo
penhouse

We are so proud to have a partner like Trent University
which has been ranked #1 undergraduate university in

Saturday, May 8, 2021

Ontario for 10 years in a row, and #1 for scholarships and

8 a.m. to 12 p.m. EDT

bursaries in Canada, 19 years running.
The Trent International Virtual Open house is an opportunity
for your students to explore their options to study in the
undergraduate, post-graduate certificate, and Trent ESL
programs as well as to meet with professors, staff, and
current students. During the event, students can attend
academic lectures, information sessions, and join the live
chats to connect with staff, students, and alumni at Trent.
Register for Trent International Virtual Open House and see
your future at Ontario's #1 undergraduate university for over
a decade!
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
WINDSOR HALL
We are very happy to announce that Windsor Hall, is a

If you refer one new Grade-6 student to Windsor Hall, and

new IB (International Baccalaureate) MYP candidate

they enroll for the 2021-2022 year, you will receive a $500

school.

tuition reduction or cheque AND the new student will
receive a $500 tuition reduction. There is no limit to the

Windsor Hall will be opening in September 2021 with our

number of students you can refer!

first cohort of Grade 6 students, and we will add a new
grade each successive year, through to Grade 10. We are
looking forward to welcoming new students!

For details on how to apply, contact:
admissions@windsorhall.ca.

The highest compliment you can pay us is the referral of
family and friends. The trust and confidence that you
place in us mean a great deal to us and in appreciation
for this, we are introducing the Windsor Hall Student

Visit Windsor Hall's website to learn
more: www.windsorhall.ca

Referral Program for the 2021/22 academic year.

Kids will be planting
daisies, orchids, and other
flowers just before school
closes for spring break.

