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Hello Summer!
BY FABIANA MARTINEZ - DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS

It is so hard to believe June has come and gone and we are wrapping up

another school year. As we wind down, there are many things to be

grateful for, especially our health, and the many memories that have been

made.

We couldn’t sum up the year without giving a big THANK YOU to all of our

RESILIENT staff for their continued commitment and dedication to the

school. They have gone above and beyond this year to make learning fun

and discovered different ways to adapt to these unusual circumstances. 

 

Wishing all staff, students and their families a restorative Summer Break

and we look forward to all that the coming academic year will bring. Stay

safe!
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Principal's Message
JUNE 30TH, 2021

Dear Parents and Carers:

 

Happy June 2021! Pat yourself on the back! We have

come a long way this year! We are so very proud of

our students and are grateful to our supportive

families who have found their way during this

pandemic. We have worked together to make this

school year a success. We are very appreciative of

the many adaptations our families have made.

COVID-19 restrictions caused us to miss some of our

great traditions. Going into next year offers an

opportunity to reassess and bring back what we

missed and keep what may be the ‘new way’. What

did happen was incredibly well executed

programming thanks to our dedicated staff. We are

so grateful for the Canada Star Secondary Staff

team and their hard work. 

We are very proud of the Canada Star Secondary

School graduating class of 2021! We held a lovely

ceremony at the school on June 4th. We have

provided students and our community with a link to

a video recording of the ceremony. We have also

sent a link to everyone with the photos taken at the

ceremony. We hope that you have enjoyed both. We

sincerely hope that next year we will all be able to

celebrate in person together. 

We are delighted for Mrs. Joyce Tong who will be

taking next year off for her maternity leave. We wish

her all the best and look forward to her return in

September 2022. 

  

You will notice in this newsletter that I have

attached a summer reading list. It is very important

that students read in English during the summer

months for many reasons which include:

• Sharpening reading skills and combating the

“summer slide!”

•   Fostering life-long reading habits.

•   Exposing students to a broader range of works not

covered in our curriculum.

• Enabling students to make literary connections

with contemporary texts.

On behalf of the Canada Star Secondary School

faculty and staff, I wish you and your family a restful

and wonderful summer break. For those graduating,

we wish you success and happiness as you move to

the next phase of your life. For those returning in the

fall, we look forward to seeing you when school

starts on September 7, 2021.

 

Sincerely,

 

Robert Anstey, Principal
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"In the midst of the final days of the school year, one of the most challenging on record, I
can say with some confidence that our students are not the same people they were
when they began in September. Through seemingly endless changes to health
regulations that governed our lives and all of the difficulties that went with them, I think
it's safe to say that we've come through on the other side stronger as a result. Though
looking forward to their summer break, the students did well during this difficult sprint
to the finish line. Our Career Life Connection students were busy putting the final
touches on their capstone projects, which ranged from demonstrations of song-writing,
to film work, to written works of fiction. The English 10 students were deep into their
study of short stories while Drafting 10 students crafted their final presentations for their
favourite designs this year. Social Studies 10 worked together as a class to run a
simulation in our pursuit to understand the similarities and differences between the
Canadian and American systems of government. Their work this semester has been
commendable, and I wish a happy and safe summer to each of them!"Mr. Tanner 

IN THE CLASSROOM

To wrap up a very busy semester, Grade 12 students in AP Psychology, with Mr.
Hennig, decided to take a mental health day and play some fun board games and
card games in class. We all agreed that a day like this was much needed and it was
the perfect way to finish our unit on Stress!
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Mr. Hanna's students of Foods 8 and 9 did a presentation comparing the nutritional
values and the ingredients of two food packages with one package being processed
and the other (same type of food) being minimally processed. 
Examples: compare natural (minimally processed) yogurt/nut butter / dark chocolate/
cereal with the counterpart that is processed with sugar-added like milk chocolate
etc.

-Betty compared natural dark chocolate with milk chocolate.
She came to an important conclusion that natural fat in foods like cacao (dark
chocolate) and natural nut butter is healthier and safer than their counterparts with
added sugar. 
This is despite the fact that the latter (added sugar in milk chocolate) has fewer
calories than naturally higher fat dark chocolate (the same applies to nut butter and
yogurt).
The lower calories in processed foods are due to less fat. Fat is being replaced with
sugar. Fat is higher in calories than sugar, and this does not make the food healthier. 

-Amir showed how added sugar with less fibre and protein plays a negative effect on
cereal consumption. Most kids like to consume cereals that have more sugar 
The majority of packed cereals have added sugar and are fibre-depleted.
Amir and the other students learned the importance of natural grains (whole grains)
which contain fibre, vitamins and protein.
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In food studies，  Ms. Wu's students did BBQ in the school’s yard to celebrate the end
of the year. 

Students of French 8 class, with Mr. Hanna, learned how to conjugate verbs that end
with “er” following a general rule that I taught them (the rule is well-described).
Picture shows Eileen and Hayley writing a full conjugation of verbs chanter (to sing)
and danser (to dance).

In Mr.Chiang's class, the students are
creating teaching videos.

The students are learning from each
other!
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Our Grade 12s have been hard at work in their final inquiry project since May. For
their Passion Projects, our graduates were required to choose a topic they would like
to explore and to present their research findings as innovatively as they can. Just like
their younger counterparts, the products and the level of insight they produced are
also creative and reflective. Congratulations Grade 12s! Your hard work paid off!"
Mrs. Tong 

"June has always been a month of creativity for our students – and this year is no
exception! Students in English Language Arts 8/9 and English Studies 12 showcased
their final projects and the results are outstanding. 

To bring the class’ Milestones To Maturity unit to a close, students in English 8 and 9
wrote their personal stories about an event that played an important role in their
journey to growing up. The catch is… their stories had to be written as a children’s
book. As a celebration, students read their stories out loud to their peers. Their
stories are heartwarming; the reflections are insightful, and the books are creative.
Congratulations to our developing authors!
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On June 11th, we had our 2nd TEACHER WATER BALLON TOSS! We are using the funds

to buy a bicycle for a high school student in Kugluktuk, Nunavut.  We feel it is very

important to keep our connection with the Inuit community especially in light of

current events. 

SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Canada Star Secondary School stands in mourning with the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc

people, Residential School Survivors, their families, and their communities as they

process the tragic loss of 215 children. Our students drew 215 orange hearts in front of

the school to show our  support to the First Nations community. 
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GRADUATION CEREMONY 2021
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"We are pleased and excited to present our 2021 Summer Reading
Program to you. We are including a list of books that we feel would
be great for our students to read over the summer months.
The summer reading books are organized by grade level and
theme.
While students are expected to select ONE book to read, they are
certainly encouraged to read more! What follows are some
suggestions to get students started. 

Grades 8 and 9:Family, Friendships, and Community
Counting By 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds
They Called Us Enemy by George Takei
New Kid by Jerry Craft

Grade 10: Establishing Truths
A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah
American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
The Poet X by Elizabeth Agevedo

Grades 11 and 12: Fitting In / Finding Your Purpose 
Ordinary Hazards by Nikki Grimes
Spaceman by Mike Massimino
Becoming by Michelle Obama
Hey, Kiddo by Jarrett Krosoczka

SUMMER READING

PROGRAM



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A message from the Honourable 

Jennifer Whiteside, Minister of Education 
 

 
Dear parents and caregivers: 
 
As we approach the end of an extraordinary school year and before summer break begins, I wanted to 
extend my deep appreciation to you on behalf of our government.   
 
While educators and school leaders faced unprecedented obstacles in keeping schools open and safe – 
we know you also went above and beyond at home to ensure your children felt supported. You played a 
vital role in our monumental collective efforts to ensure children could maintain routines, stay on top of 
schoolwork, and remain connected to friends, educators, and social supports. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the parents and caregivers whose children could not attend school in 
person because of the pandemic. With your children enrolled in transitional or online programs, you 
stepped up to assist with learning and supported your children in new ways.  
 
Whether in school or at home, every family in B.C. faced unique challenges. And students will benefit for 
years to come from the sacrifices we made this school year. 
 
A brighter future is clearly on the horizon with the Province’s vaccine rollout well underway. Getting 
vaccinated not only helps you, but it also helps school communities and communities at large. With 
strong participation in vaccinations, we expect a near-normal return to school in the fall.  
 
We will continue to monitor COVID activity over the summer break and rely on guidance from the public 
health experts and all education partners as we plan for September. We will update you on those plans 
later in August. 

 
Until then; have a safe, healthy, and happy summer with family and loved ones.  
 
Thank you again, and we will see you and your children in September! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jennifer Whiteside 
Minister of Education  



Office of the Chief Medical Health Officer 
 

#800 – 601 West Broadway  
Vancouver, BC V5Z 4C2  

Tel: 604.675.3900 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Letter to parents: Summer Immunization Campaign for Kindergarten, Grade 6 and Grade 9 students 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
British Columbia’s immunization program offers targeted vaccinations to students in Kindergarten, 
Grade 6 and Grade 9 to protect them against infectious diseases such as meningitis and pneumonia. The 
COVID-19 pandemic interrupted some Public Health programming, and as a result, many students are 
overdue for important vaccines. 
 
To catch up, Public Health will lead Vancouver-based immunization clinics throughout the summer for 
students who have missed their Kindergarten, Grade 6 or Grade 9 vaccines during the 2019/2020 or 
2020/2021 school years. This opportunity is also available for children entering Kindergarten in 
September 2021. Note: if your child is going into Kindergarten, Grade 6 or Grade 9 in the 2021/2022 
school year, there will be opportunities for your child to get immunized at school. 
 
Please refer to the attached schedule for clinic locations, dates and hours of operation. More 
appointments will be added throughout the summer. Appointment booking can be completed online at 
http://vancouverschoolimmunization.janeapp.com. Be sure to enter information for your child when 
booking their appointment. 
 
If you do not have access to this online booking option or need assistance, please call your local 
community health centre (contact numbers attached). Further information about this immunization 
campaign can also be found on the VCH website: http://www.vch.ca/public-health/communicable-
diseases-immunizations/immunizations/immunizing-your-child 
 
To support physical distancing, we ask that only one parent or guardian per student attend the clinic. 
Please do not attend the clinic if you have symptoms of COVID-19, have travelled in the last 14 days, or 

http://vancouverschoolimmunization.janeapp.com/
http://www.vch.ca/public-health/communicable-diseases-immunizations/immunizations/immunizing-your-child
http://www.vch.ca/public-health/communicable-diseases-immunizations/immunizations/immunizing-your-child


Office of the Chief Medical Health Officer 
 

#800 – 601 West Broadway  
Vancouver, BC V5Z 4C2  

Tel: 604.675.3900 
 

 
 

you have been asked to self-isolate by Public Health as a close contact of someone who has tested 
positive.  
 
Please note, we are unable to offer the COVID-19 vaccine at these clinics at this time. For information 
about getting your child immunized against COVID-19, please visit www.getvaccinated.gov.bc.ca/s/ or 
call 1.833.838.2323. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to ensure your child’s immunizations are up to date. For more information 
on the school based immunization program and vaccine schedules see immunizebc.ca. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Alex Choi, MD MHSc CCFP 
Medical Health Officer 
Vancouver Coastal Health 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.getvaccinated.gov.bc.ca/s/
https://immunizebc.ca/


Office of the Chief Medical Health Officer 
 

#800 – 601 West Broadway  
Vancouver, BC V5Z 4C2  

Tel: 604.675.3900 
 

 
 

Summer Immunization Clinic Schedule 
 

Vancouver Community College  
Address 1199 East 7th Ave., Vancouver, B.C., enter parking lot on 7th Avenue between Keith 

and Glen Drive. 
Hours Starting June 22, 2021  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday   
(no clinic July 1and 2) 

9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 
 
Book an appointment here: http://vancouverschoolimmunization.janeapp.com 
 

Community Health Centres 

Three Bridges 
1128 Hornby Street 
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2L4 
 
Phone: (604) 331-8900 

Pacific Spirit 
2110 West 43rd Avenue 
Vancouver, BC V6M 2E1 
 
Phone: (604) 261-6366 
 

Robert and Lily Lee 
1669 East Broadway 
Vancouver, BC V5N 1V9 
 
Phone: (604) 675-3980 

Raven Song 
2450 Ontario Street 
Vancouver, BC V5T 4T7 

Phone: (604) 709-6400 

Evergreen 
3425 Crowley Drive 
Vancouver, BC V5H 4L4 

Phone: (604) 872-2511 

South 
6405 Knight Street 
Vancouver, BC V5P 2V9 

Phone: (604) 321-6151 

 

http://vancouverschoolimmunization.janeapp.com/
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