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to a more normal school year despite the

fact that we are still feeling the effects of

the Pandemic. We are happy to have you

back with us for another year of learning,

and to see some new faces around the

school!

Canada Star Secondary School 1| Page



September 2021

Principal’s Message

September 29th, 2021

Dear Parents and Carers:

Welcome to the 2021/22 school year! We
have already finished the first month of an
We feel that the
students at Canada Star Secondary School

exciting school year!
are truly special and destined for great
things!

strict COVID-19
protocols we must follow, we are also happy

Although there are still

to see a return for most of our regular
events and activities, such as school sports
and assemblies. For as much as we were
hoping for a complete return to “regular”
operations, COVID-19 protocols continue to
play a significant role in our lives. We
depend on our entire school community to
help keep our students, staff, and families
healthy and safe. We did a fabulous job last
year so we encourage everyone to keep up
the good work.

We have a dynamic and talented school
staff. We have a new staff member who
joined our team for this year replacing Mrs.
Joyce Tong who is on her maternity leave.
We are pleased to have Mr. David Truman
join us with a wealth of experience.
Welcome, Mr. Truman!

Our goal at Canada Star Secondary School is
to continue to facilitate a strong school
culture that focuses on providing a safe,
nurturing environment of active learners,
where all are welcomed, valued, and

Canada Star Secondary School

appreciated for what they can bring as
individuals to the classroom, school, and
community. This year we will continue to
emotional
health, given the
impacts that COVID-19, wildfires and global
issues are having, not only on our youth, but

focus on social learning and

mental strains and

on adults as well. There has never been a
more important need for teaching the heart
as well as the mind.

We already have our student council in
place, and they are busy planning activities
for the school year that lies ahead. We held
a “Student Club Fair” where every student
had an opportunity to join the club of their
choice. We have many clubs such as
basketball, badminton, music, and gaming
club. Many of these are student-led and we
are proud of the students for taking
initiative regarding this important aspect of
school life.

Here’'s to a fabulous school year, filled with
and

new friendships, new adventures,

exciting learning opportunities!

Sincerely,

Fohet St /944'15&,.;"

Dr. Robert Anstey, Principal
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In the Classroom

Drama 10/11

By Mr. Hennig

To start off the year, students in the Drama 10/11 class, with Mr. Hennig,
each brought in a personal artifact to share with the rest of the class. In
each presentation, students got to tell the group where these items came
from and why they are important to them. We were able to make a
number of connections to First People's education by emphasizing the
importance of storytelling as well as shaping identity. It was excellent to
see a variety of different artifacts and learn about what each student had

to say!
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In the Classroom

Chemistry

By Mr. Hanna

Our Chemistry 11 students learned about the structure of the atom and
how to draw the atom according to the Niels Bohr model. The Bohr model
or “the solar orbit model” shows the electron shells or orbits around the
nucleus at a certain speed.

Students posed curious questions regarding atomic energy and how
splitting the atom can lead to a great source of energy that can be used for
peace and war including the nuclear bomb.

French 8

By Mr. Hanna

In French 8, students stood at the board
and rehearsed the French alphabet by
singing a song.
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In the Classroom

Mr. Tanner’s classroom

By Mr. Tanner

Our year at Canada Star Secondary School is off to a great start! The English 10
students have begun by dusting off their writing skills this semester by reflecting
on their summer, their hopes, and the things that make them the happiest. They
are ultimately crafting this reflection into a website blog of their own creation.
Meanwhile, the Social Studies 10 students have been digitally exploring Canada’s
physical geographic regions in preparation for some real-life exploration of nature
in the coming weeks. The Social Studies 8 and 9 students have been digging deep
into the past, and questioning what common threads extend through ancient
empires and civilizations. In Science 8 and 9, we are establishing the foundation
that guides us through the subject: the scientific method. As part of this, the
students are developing their repertoire of measurement tools, and are working
on how to measure the height reached by water-bottle rockets that they have
desighed and built. As a nice end to a busy week, students were able to
participate in the afterschool gaming club, as some of them were brave enough
to take on Mr. Mazzon in some head-to-head action. Judging from the success of
these first weeks, it is looking as though a great foundation has been laid for our

semester together.
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In the Classroom

Mandarin 11
By Mrs. Wu

In Mandarin 11 class, students worked on the project entitled “Around My
Hometown”. Students introduced what makes their hometown special. By
doing this they explored cultural diversity and that promotes a greater
understanding of our own cultural identity.

Mandarin 12

By Mrs. Wu

Every Friday, students are doing
sustained silence reading in Mandarin 12
class. Students will spend 40 mins to
read a fiction book that they haven't read
before. Every two weeks students need to
do "book talks", an informal conversation.

It is amazing and interesting to see what
students think about the books they
read.
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In the Classroom

Life Sciences 11

By Mr. Mazzon

Our Life Sciences 11 students investigated Covid-19 transmission by
performing an exercise in which one student had a contaminated cup and
had to share the contents with others. The students didn't know who had
the contaminated cup or who else had been contaminated until
phenolphthalein was used to identify the "positive" cases. The students
quickly understood how quickly viruses can be transmitted if proper
measures are not taken. With this, the students began an ethical
discussion on the likelihood of receiving the contaminated cup by chance
and what that meant to the infected individuals.
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In the Classroom
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Physics 12
By Mr. Chiang

In Mr. Chiang's class, every student has the chance to be the teacher.

The students are learning from the teacher and from each other.

Pre Calculus 11
By Mr. Chiang

Every student learns at a different pace.
To address this, the teacher divides the
students into groups. In doing so, the
students who are learning faster have the
opportunity to share their insight with
their partners. The students can learn not
only from the teacher and but also from

their classmates.
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In the Classroom

Physics 1l

By Mr. Chiang

The students have the opportunity to design exam questions. Mr.
Chiang divides the students into groups. Every group will discuss,
design questions, and come up with solutions. Members of every group
will take turns to present the results to the rest of the class. In doing so,
they get to think from the perspective of teachers and can prepare
exams better. This exercise actually alleviates their exam anxiety.

Calculus 12

By Mr. Chiang

During lectures, Mr.Chiang sometimes
will pose questions, have the students
quietly and independently come up with
the answers, and then allow the students
to discuss briefly. The students are

learning not only from the teacher but

also from their classmates.
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In the Classroom

Physical Education

by Mr. Duncan

Students in PE had fun this month playing a variety of sports and
activities. For example, they were able to pretend to be like knights of

old with our lesson on archery.
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School Events & Activities

Elections
Canada @

Election Day

On September 17th, we hosted a Canada Star Secondary Elections Day.
Our students learned the procedure to vote in Canada and had a lot of

fun while doing it.
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School Events & Activities

Club Fair & School Photo Day

Students selected the clubs they want to run this semester. So many fun
clubs are starting, including Debate Club, Music Club, Badminton and
Gaming!

This month, we also got our school photos taken!
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School Events & Activities

Make a Future Day

On September 28th, we hosted a Make a Future Day. Students worked
in groups in fun projects and learned about different career options.
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School Events & Activities

Badminton Club

Badminton Club has already started. So many students joined, and they
love it! Although the most common forms of the games are singles, it
may also be played with larger teams.
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School Events & Activities

National Day of Truth and Reconciliation

September 30, 2021 marks the first National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation. The day honours the lost children and Survivors of

residential schools, their families and communities. We commemorated

the impacts of residential schools as a vital component of the

reconciliation process.
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