
Monthly Newsletter

October 2021

Canada Star Secondary School's

1 | PageCanada Star Secondary School

In This Issue:

Principal's Message1

In the Classroom2

School Events & Activities3

Fall is here!

By Fabiana Martinez - Director of Admissions

We are reminded of the bright beauty

that is nature in the Fall.

October gave us an explosion of colour as

leaves turn in a kaleidoscope of glory and

splendour, the cooler weather, the return

of rain! 

We have so much to be thankful for!
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 October 29th, 2021

Dear Parents and Carers:

 

October has been a very busy month at Canada

Star Secondary School. Our school received its

annual inspection from the Ministry of

Education, and we received an outstanding

report. The team at our school was recognized

for their exemplary hard work in preparation for

the visit. We also were pleased to host a BC

Provincial Professional Development Day at our

school for 50 teachers and principals. We even

hosted the SAT test this month for students

hoping to study in the USA. 

Our student council has been working hard to

keep spirits high. We want to thank them for

doing an outstanding job. This club is led by Mr.

Hennig. We know that students who are

connected to others in a positive group or

activity are able to form friendships, have an

increased sense of belonging, and have a more

well-rounded experience in high school. We

offer many clubs at our school. Clubs are run by

students and sponsored by staff and are open to

all students from Grades 8 to 12. We encourage

all students to find one they like and join. 

Over the past few weeks, I have taken the

opportunity to visit lessons, sample student

work, and speak to many pupils both formally

and informally, and I am very pleased to say that

strong teaching and learning is resulting in

engaged classrooms, with pupils making

excellent progress. 

We will be issuing our interim report cards on

November 8th and an opportunity to speak with

the teachers between 3:30-6:00 pm. For most

families, it will be our Academic Advisors

meeting with the teachers on your behalf and

reporting back to you. To make an appointment,

please contact the school with your desired time

slot. 

Please note that there will be no school on

November 11th as this is Remembrance Day. We

will also be closed on November 12th as this is a

professional development day. 

For the health and safety of everyone in our

school community, it is imperative that families

respect and follow all procedures listed below.

Thank you for doing your part in making sure our

school is safe for everyone. 

1. Before coming to school, perform the

Mandatory Daily Health Declaration.

 2. Students: arrive no earlier than 30 minutes

before the start of the day, wear a mask, avoid

crowding and spread out. We ask that everyone

wash and sanitize hands regularly.

 3. Parents/Guardians needing to visit the school

should book an appointment by calling the

main office. 

I invite parents and guardians to check out our

website and follow us on social media for the

latest Canada Star Secondary School news and

upcoming events. Our school is so lively, and we

update our social media regularly. 

Sincerely,

 

Dr. Robert Anstey, Principal



September 2021

In the Classroom

Mr. Tanner's classroom

By Mr. Tanner

October has flown by, we've already been seeing some great results from the

students. The Social Studies 10 class has recently explored the challenges that

Canada's geography poses, and are now connecting that knowledge to the

understanding of indigenous peoples' deep relationship with the land. In the

English Language Arts 10 department, the students have begun to dig into the

world of poetry and figurative language. They have been twisting their brains

around syllable-counts, and expanding their vocabularies to create within the

demands of various types of poetry. The Social Studies 8/9 crew has continued

their exploration of ancient civilizations, and have started to refine their ability to

recognize artifacts of each. In Science 8/9, the students are wrapping up their

inquiry into cells by studying their structures and processes, building some

amazing models of them, and taking what they've learned to identify examples in

the actual microscopic world. I hope November will be just as fun! 
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October 2021

In the Classroom

Physics 12 & Pre-Cal 11

By Mr. Chiang

In Mr. Chiang’s class, the students have had the opportunity to share their

insights with their classmates. Practice makes perfect. The students are

getting better at using physical and mathematical vocabulary and

language to contribute to discussions. 
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October 2021

In the Classroom

Drama 10/11

By Mr. Hennig

The students in Grades 10 and 11 Drama have been busy this month with

our History of Theatre Studies unit. We began by constructing three

historical stages: Traditional Greek Amphitheaters, Medieval Pageant

Wagons, and Shakespeare's Globe Theatre. It was incredible to see the

amount of creativity that these students had to share!

Following stage design, students learned about the traditional art of mask

and its importance in historical theatre. Students had the opportunity to

design masks that resembled their own personalities. We are looking

forward to where our Drama class will go from here!
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October 2021

In the Classroom

Geography

By Mr. Duncan

Students in Geography were tasked with designing and building a self-

contained ecosystem. They all made some interesting choices on what to

include and what not to include. They will need to watch carefully as their

ecosystem develops and grows. If they are lucky it will flourish and join the

collection of terrariums (some many years old) that line Mr. Duncan's

windows. 
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October 2021

In the Classroom

Life Sciences 11

By Mr. Mazzon

Finishing up with our unit on cell biology, our students analyzed the inner

workings of various cells throughout the various domains of life. Humans

are composed of trillions of cells with various functions allowing us to be

such complex creatures. It is important for our students to see the complex

machinery that allows us to function with their own eyes. 
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October 2021

In the Classroom

Mr. Truman's classroom

By Mr. Truman

For the short stories unit, students in Literary Studies 11 class worked in pairs to

create a poster based either on one of the stories covered in class, or a story of

their choosing, with the very best posters to be displayed in the classroom. On

each poster, students shared their understanding of the literary elements within

the story, and how they connected to the story’s theme. This project helps to

answer the two central questions of what shapes our decisions, as well as how

authors can create and develop meaning in texts. It was very interesting to see the

different ideas each group brought to the project. 

In English Studies 12, we are embarking on the “Brave New World” novel unit. In

this unit, we are exploring the central idea of how literature reveals the values,

beliefs, and social atmosphere of a given culture or time period, and exploring

how this idea is related to First People’s education.
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October 2021

In the Classroom

Mandarin 11

By Mrs. Wu

In Mandarin 11 class, students are working on the project " Ancient China".

Students researched their assigned era in ancient Chinese history. They learned

important historical figures, places, inventions, cultural innovations, and objects/

artifacts.

With this knowledge, students made a brief presentation. Each student will

explain a little piece about China at this time. 
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Chemistry 11

By Mr. Hanna

Two chemistry 11 students demonstrated their

understanding of how elements share electrons

in order to attain noble gas stability and fill their

upper electron shell.  

Photo of students Zhang, Owen and Yan, Jack

drawing CH4 and H2O on the board. 



October 2021

In the Classroom

Calculus 12

By Mr. Chiang

In Mr. Chiang's class, every student has the chance to be the teacher.

Mr. Chiang sometimes has the students use the internet to collect and

synthesize information in order to learn certain topics. The students

take turns to present their perspectives and to discuss with the rest of

the class. In doing so, the students strengthen their critical thinking

skills and communication techniques. 

Physics 11

By Mr. Chiang

Mr. Chiang divided the students into groups.

Members of every group exchanged ideas and

used the newly obtained knowledge in order

to come up with collective solutions to Physics

problems that they were designated to solve.

In doing so, the students communicated

scientific ideas and information and

constructed evidenced-based arguments.    
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Octobber 2021

School Events & Activities

Thanksgiving 

On October 8, we celebrated Thanksgiving, by sharing with the rest of

the school the reasons we are thankful for this year.
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October 2021

School Events & Activities
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September 2021

School Events & Activities

Pumpkin Patch Day

On October 12, our students in grades 8 & 9 visited the Richmond

Country Farms and explored the pumpkin patch. It was so much fun! 
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October 2021

School Events & Activities
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September 2021

School Events & Activities

Halloween Celebtrations

Check out our Halloween celebrations this year. Our students and

teachers were very creative with their costumes!
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