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N o v e m b e r :
t h e  l a s t  m o n t h  o f  a u t u m n

Fallen leaves lying on the grass, sun bring

more happiness than the daffodils. November

is the month to remind us to be thankful for

the many positive things happening in our life

.
By Vita Wang - Director of Admissions 



Dear Parents / Carers:

It is hard to believe that November has already come and gone. Our students have been focused on

their academic studies, completing numerous assignments and projects as well as classroom

assessments to demonstrate their learning in each of their courses.

November is a month of Remembrance. We honoured the service and sacrifices of all Canadians who

served our country in times of war and in peace keeping missions around the world. 

Our school continues to bring our students outside of the classroom on many field trips and we have

many more planned for future dates.

Our big fundraiser for the semester is our “Teacher Pie Toss” and it happened on November 10th.  We

hold this annual event in order to raise funds to provide Christmas presents for a family of four in

Kugluktuk, Nunavut. We believe in helping others. The presents have been ordered and will soon be

making their way to the cold, cold North. The family is always so happy when our presents arrive. 

McMaster University visited our school and presented to our students. We have several other universities

that are planning on doing presentations at our school. Please check out our website

www.canadastarsecondary.ca and see the incredible universities that we partner with and the special

privileges that are given to Canada Star Secondary School students. Our partnerships offer our students

opportunities that are not available to other schools. 

On December 3, 2021, there will be no school for students as our teachers will all be participating in a

special International Baccalaureate (IB) workshop. As a school, we pride ourselves on the outstanding

professional development opportunities we offer our staff so that Canada Star Secondary School can

continue to offer the best education for your child. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to us at 604.285.7766. 

Sincerely,

Robert Anstey

Principal

No v embe r  20 2 1

P r i n c i p a l ' s  Me s s a g e

C an ad a  S t a r  S e c o nd a r y  S c h o o l




http://www.canadastarsecondary.ca/


N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1
I n  t h e  C l a s s

November has been an exciting month for us! This

month, the Grade 8 and 9 Science classes have

been working on better understanding matter, its

properties, and why it behaves the way it does. 

SCIENCE 8 & 9
By Mr. Tanner

Who knew crafting a small aluminum boat could

give us a peek into the inner-workings of our

universe! In Socials 8 and 9, students have

continued developing their understanding of the

roughly 4.2 billion people who believe in one of the

'Monotheistic' religions.For the Social Studies 10

students, they have wrapped up a challenging unit

attempting to conceptualize injustice in Canada,

with a focus on its treatment of the First Peoples.

Finally, the English 10 students have perfected their

literary analytical skills as they tackled some

difficult poetry, digging down into the deeper

meaning of some of the classics. While it has been

a difficult month for the province as a whole, I

think it's safe to say that the positive energy that

our students have been bringing with them, and

the support that they have been providing each

other, has made our school a welcome refuge. 

We head into December with a sense of
encouragement - steady on! 

Can ad a  S t a r  S e c o nd a r y  S c h o o l



LIFE SCIENCE 11

Our Life Sciences 11 students finished off their

microbiology and virology unit by wandering the

school to swab a surface that they believed

would have exceptional growth on their agar

plates. 

B y  M r .  M a z z o n

After the final observations are completed, they

will continue their analysis of their bacterial growth

by performing gram stains to identify whether

their microbes are gram-positive or negative

depending on the physiological features. 

No v embe r  20 2 1
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    PHYSICS 11
      B y  M r .  C h i a n g

The students in Physics 11 have been learning

about Newtonian Physics. They have the

opportunity to show what they already know and

present their viewpoints to their classmates. 

They are trying to make sense of normal force and

friction at the microscopic level and learning how

to construct free-body diagrams.

  PRE-CALCULUS 12
            B y  M r s .  W U

This is an example of a sinusoidal modeling

real-world application project. Students are

working on a unit of trigonometry, they are

working on a project to apply sinusoidal to the

real world around us. They need to develop a

predictive model by researching and collecting

data.



CHEMISTRY 12
    By Mr. Hanna

In chemistry 12 we worked on the equation of dissolving including dissociation and precipitation.

Dissolving involves the entire (solid) chemical (example solid table sugar dissolves into

aqueous sugar in water, and does not change or ionizes).

Dissolving may also involve the separation into ions (positive and negative, for example

solid salt of sodium chloride that dissociates into aqueous: sodium ion Na+ and chloride

ion Cl-). The latter dissolving of (salt) is called dissociation and it conducts electricity. I

explained to students the importance of ions like sodium and potassium in biology (nerve

impulses, muscle and heart movement and electricity) so that was a good cross-curricular

example. Many salts dissociate. This also applies to acids including organic acids and most

bases.

When a chemical precipitates, it starts from two ions (one is positive and one is negative)

then they combine to generate a molecule (often salt) that goes down the bottom (we

can say: precipitates or crystallizes). So, precipitation can be viewed as the opposite of

dissociation. Some salts tend to precipitate from the ionic compositions.

Students were divided into groups and were asked to do problems. Then students wrote

the answers on board and received a merit card. 

No v embe r  20 2 1

I n  t h e  C l a s s

C a n ad a  S t a r  S e c o nd a r y  S c h o o l

In chemistry 11 we worked on calculations of how

to convert molar mass of gases to volumes using

the concept that any mole of gas occupies 22.4 at

standard temperature and pressure. Students

were divided into groups and were asked to

work on problems.

C H E M I S T R Y  1 1
    B y  M r .  H a n n a

Problems started from easy (single one step

conversion) to harder (two step-conversions

between mass and volume). The stronger student

in each group helped the other student(s). I

monitored the student’s progress. Then I called

the students to write the solution on board. Merit

cards were given to students who participated on

board.



CALCULUS 12





By Mr. Chiang 



The students in Calculus 12 have been learning about how to take derivatives of

advanced functions such as exponential functions, logarithmic functions, and

inverse trigonometric functions. The teacher activated the prior knowledge. The

students were encouraged to find the solutions. Every student had the

opportunity to proudly present their own solutions.

No v embe r  20 2 1
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MANDARIN 12
   B y  M r s .  W U

In Mandarin 12 class, students researched the

topic of "Chinese Canadian History". We divided

topics into different parts and students are being

teachers to introduce the history of Chinese

immigration. Some of them use crosstalk and

talk show to present information. 

No v embe r  20 2 1
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    PHYSICS 12
     

The students learned about uniform circular

motion. They learned centripetal force is required

for uniform circular motion. They became capable

of constructing free-body diagrams, identifying

centripetal forces, and using the equation of

circulation to solve various advanced problems.

    PHYSICS 12
      B y  M r .  C h i a n g



PHYSICAL HEALTH
EDUCATION

   By Mr. Duncan

Students in Physical Health Education can be seen

here taking part in badminton and volleyball for their

unit on net and racket sports. The students are

especially fond of badminton and have chosen to play

it frequently on Fun Fridays.
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I n  t h e  C l a s s

  GEOGRAPHY

      By Mr. Duncan

Students Physical Geography 12 we’re

learning how to identify the difference

between sedimentary, metamorphic and

igneous rocks. In this lab they were tasked

with sorting and identifying a variety of

samples.



ELL 

By Mr. Hennig

English Language Leaners are currently reading the

novel Tunnels of Time by Mary Harelkin Bishop. Their

most recent activity involved creating a Wanted poster

for the infamous 1920's criminal Al "Scarface" Capone.

Their finished work looks incredible above Mr. Hennig's

whiteboard. 

We are excited to see how the story will finish!

No v embe r  20 2 1
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The Middle Years Development Instrument
(MDI) is coming in January/February!

Canada Star Secondary School has partnered with the Federation of

Independent School Association in BC (FISA BC) and the Human Early Learning

Partnership (HELP) at the University of British Columbia to measure and

promote children’s social and emotional development, health, well-being, and

assets through the Middle Year Development Instrument (MDI). The Middle

Years Development Instrument (MDI) is a self-report questionnaire that asks

children in middle childhood about their thoughts, feelings and experiences.

The MDI is the first survey of its kind to gather information about the lives of

children both in school, in the home and in the community, from their own

perspective. The survey questions align with the BC Ministry of Education’s K-12

curriculum, which includes a focus on promoting children’s personal and social

competencies. 

Grade 8 students are invited to complete the MDI during class time
between: 
January 11th and February 28th, 2022.

No v embe r  20 2 1

S p e c i a l  P r o g r am

Can ad a  S t a r  S e c o nd a r y  S c h o o l

Mr. Mazzon signed Canada Star Secondary school up for the
program with UBC.



N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1
S c h o o l  E v e n t s  &  A c t i v i t i e s

Can ad a  S t a r  S e c o nd a r y  S c h o o l

F i e l d  t r i p  t o  t h e  B e a t y
B i o d i v e r s i t y  M u s e u m

We had a field trip to the Beaty Biodiversity Museum-

Vancouver's natural history museum at UBC on Nov. 3.



N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1
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Can ad a  S t a r  S e c o nd a r y  S c h o o l

T e a c h e r  C h a r i t y  
P i e  T o s s

We hold this annual event in order to raise funds to provide

Christmas presents for a family of four in Kugluktuk, Nunavut.



N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 1
S c h o o l  E v e n t s  &  A c t i v i t i e s

McMaster University
Session 

We were so pleased to have McMaster University visit our grade 11-12

students on Nov. 16th, 

Can ad a  S t a r  S e c o nd a r y  S c h o o l


