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We hope you all had a restful
and safe holiday season. Our
students wrapped up their
Fall semester this month and
we are very excited to
welcome new students to
Canada Star Secondary
School! As we commence our
new semester, we would like
to wish all our student’s good
luck on their studies this year! 

Nadine Yehiya - Coordinator of
Admissions

Welcome Back!



Completing a daily health check before you come to school. You can use the BC COVID-19 Self-Assessment
tool. (https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en)
Monitoring yourself regularly for symptoms of illness. If you are sick, stay home. Seek testing when
recommended. 
Following the provincial restrictions that are in place. The BCCD continues to provide trusted information
about COVID-19, including how to protect yourself, your family, and your community and what to do if you
suspect you have the virus. ( http://www.bccdc.ca )

January 2022

Dear Parents / Carers: 

We wish all students, parents, and staff a healthy, happy, and meaningful year of learning, growth, and
development. The start of 2022 again continues to bring us change, new challenges and a focus on health and
safety. Unfortunately, we find ourselves in a new fifth wave of the Covid-19 pandemic and the Omicron variant.
We will do all we can to help protect the well-being of our amazing school community. I thank all our students
and staff in advance or following our Covid Safety Guidelines and doing everything you can to stay safe and
healthy. 

It’s hard to believe that we have now finished our first semester of the year and are excited to welcome more
students to our school as we start the second semester. Despite the many restrictions, we are confident that we
will offer the best school experience for your child. 

All schools have been instructed to plan for the possibility of a functional closure. A functional closure is when,
due to low staffing numbers, a school cannot adequately supervise or instruct students. Schools often direct
children home during snow days, power outages, water main breaks, and other unique circumstances. In this
case, the situation could arise that due
to staff illness, schools have insufficient staff to provide safe supervision of children, or to provide instruction for
an extended duration. 

If this happens, students will need to move to a period of learning from home. This period is intended to be seven
days and materials and support for this time will be provided by the classroom teacher. 

We recognize that any closure is stressful for our school community, and we appreciate the fact that any
change in routines will cause disruption and inconvenience for many. We will aim to communicate the potential
for a move to remote learning as quickly as we can so families can plan accordingly. Our hope is that we do not
need to move to a place where students need to be learning from home, but we want to be prepared. Please
ensure that we have your updated contact information, including your phone and email to ensure you receive all
communications. 

As COVID-19 continues to circulate in our communities, we encourage everyone to follow public health guidance
to help reduce the risk of COVID-19 in our school. This includes: 

While we all continue to navigate disrupted routines and changes as the pandemic continues, it’s important we
look after our mental health and well-being. 
As always, we appreciate your continued support during these challenging times. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Robert Anstey
Head of School

Letter from the Head of School
Letter from Head of School

https://bc.thrive.health/covid19/en
http://www.bccdc.ca/


English 10

With much relief, the students have safely returned from the winter break, and
are preparing to wrap up their semester. The English 10 students have taken
what they have learned over the semester about story, descriptive imagery,
figurative language and so on, and are using it to create their own fictional
characters in a creative writing assignment. This will leave them well-positioned
to analyze creative writing, after they’ve seen behind the curtain and crafted it
themselves.

In the classroom

The Science 8/9 class have been building on their knowledge of matter and
energy, and are putting into practice by constructing (and deconstructing)
electrical circuits. 
The same talented students are building their own board games representing
the Seven Years’ War in Social Studies 8/9.

Science and Social Studies 8/9

M R .  T A N N E R

Social Studies 10
In Social Studies 10, the students are completing their course by investigating
the different forms of governments around the world, and asking what sets
them apart from Canada’s system of democracy. We wish each of them the
best as they head into their final exam week!



Life Sciences 11

With the students witnessing firsthand the devastation of floods that have
occurred in the lower mainland due to climate change, the focus this month has
been anthropogenic effects and climate change. The students reflected on things
that they can do in their day-to-day lives to make changes for the better. The
students decided on spreading awareness around the school focusing on plastics
in our environment. They created posters to focus on small things that individuals
can do to aid others and the environment including a clothing drive, how to dispose
of masks, alternatives to plastic and fast food packaging. The clothing that was
collected in our clothing drive will be donated to various charities around Vancouver
for the Christmas holidays and it takes away from the production of clothing which
minimizes plastic production. After spreading awareness, both the Science 10 and
Life Sciences 11 classes went to Iona Beach to perform a beach cleanup to remove
75 kg of garbage from the beach including tires, styrofoam, plastics, treated wood,
etc.

In the classroom

This month our Science 10 students balanced in-class learning and out-of-class
learning by partaking in various field trips. In-class, the students did an inquiry
project about biotechnology and the various fields that fall under the umbrella and
presented their findings to their peers. With so many great resources and activities
around the lower mainland, our Science 10 class went on two field trips. The first
was a trip to Science World to see innovation at work and explore the various
anatomical structures of the human body. The second was a trip to Iona Beach
with the Life Sciences 11 students to be caring citizens and be leaders for change.
The students collected over 75 kg of garbage from the beach including tires,
styrofoam, plastics, treated wood, etc. The act of caring for others and our
environment is something we strive for here at Canada Star Secondary School. 

Science 10

M R .  M A Z Z O N



English 12

For the final project of the term, students in English Studies 12 completed their
Passion Projects. This project had students choose a theme of interest to
themselves and conduct research on their chosen topic. Their theme of choice
was to be related to at least one of the texts we studied during the course to
demonstrate their understanding of the material beyond just the text itself.
During the project, students also learned how to compile an annotated
bibliography as part of the grade.

In the classroom

In Literary Studies 11, students learned about the TPCASTT method which gives a
step-by-step process for analyzing the words of a poem. With this, students
explored song lyrics for a song of their choosing and presented their analysis of
these lyric poems to the class in a Powerpoint. This project concluded the poetry
unit, which was the final unit of the term.

Literary studies 11

M R .  T R U M A N



Mandarin 11

Food plays an important part in understanding other cultures. Students in
Mandarin 11 are learning the food of China, the importance of the appearance of
the food, the use of different utensils and the different ingredients that will
introduce them to part of China's character. Students in the picture are working
on the poster of the eight major cuisines. They also attempted to make street
food scallion noodles.

In the classroom

Mandarin 12 students are aiming to create children's books. First, students
reviewed illustrated childrens books to gain an understanding of the creative
process and elements that make children's books successful. Next, students used
graphic organizers to brainstorm ideas for the character, setting, and conflict of
their own stories. Students created storyboards to plan the relationship between
the illustrations and text. Finally, students used a variety of methods to build their
books in an attractive manner and present their books to their peers. 

Mandarin 12

M R S .  W U



In January, CLE 10 students worked on a poster presentation for unit 4 that aimed
at defining stress and how to manage it.
Students learned that not all stress is negative. Stress is an essential part of life. It
can be positive and can lead to a positive outcome (example: taking an exam or a
job interview).
Students worked a great deal on finding positive solutions to cope with stress and
convert negative stress to a positive experience (example: listening to their
favorite music or using a stress ball while in a traffic jam).
We emphasized techniques in dealing with stress challenges that can be seen
daily and certainly during exam taking, job search and job interviews.
Mindfulness like meditation and relaxation, regular sleep, physical activities like
exercise, hiking and nature walks (forest bathing), healthy eating, listening to
music, creativity (puzzles, writing, drawing, coloring etc.), and social support by the
right people.

Core French 8
Students worked on verb conjugation and the proper use of greetings with “you”
vs “vous,” like saying “comment vas-tu? vs “comment allez-vous? Both mean how
are you doing?
Mr. Hanna posted an inquiry question on how the modern cultural and social
changes affect that form of greeting.
As an example: How far can you go with saying “tu” to a French person in modern
times as compared to the past? Can you say it to the parents of your best friend?
This was a complex question with many social and cultural aspects (what person,
age, closeness, where the person came from, how will they accept it).
It is still being debated. Students enjoyed looking into different answers.

In the classroom

Career Life Education 10

M R .  H A N N A



Students in Physical Health Education enjoyed a variety of activities but they
seemed to enjoy playing Canada's national sport the most. Here they can be seen
enjoying a game of ball hockey. 

Physical Geography 12

Students in Physical Geography 12 can be seen here making clouds in a jar. They
learned about the principles of relative humidity and air temperature in the
formation of water vapor.

In the classroom

Physical health education

M R .  D U N C A N



 
Pre-Calculus 11

We have started the unit on the applications of
derivatives. The topics include the mean value
theorem, linearization, and the relationship
between critical points and local extrema. The
students are encouraged to find out the
answers on their own through various means.
These include discussions and research via the
internet. The students are expected to
synthesize the information, think critically, form
their perspectives, and share ideas.

Calculus 12 

The students have been working on their
projects. The students are to create
powerpoints and videos to explain conceptually
challenging questions.
The students are expected to express and
defend their viewpoints. In doing so, the
students have learned to communicate
scientific ideas and information better and to
use appropriate scientific language,
conventions, and representations. In addition,
the project is peer-reviewed.
The students can suggest grades for the
project of their classmates.

Physics 11/12

In the classroom

The students in Pre-Calculus 11 have
learned about the algebraic operations
on rational expressions, how to solve
rational equations, and how to solve
systems of equations and inequalities.
The students learn from each other
really well . The majority of them
became capable of solving rational
equations only through discussion. 

M R .  C H I A N G



 
M R .  H E N N I G

 
Drama 10 & 11

In the classroom

Drama 10 and 11 students finished the
semester by designing props for the
story Jack and the Beanstalk. Each
student created their own prop from
recycled materials such as magazines,
cardboard, and tissue paper. It was a
great way to finish off the semester!



WE HAD A FANTASTIC TRIP TO THE

MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY AT UBC.

STUDENTS

From Daniel Hanley -  Grade 6 Teacher
  

 

SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
 

In December, our students participated in a competition to create outfits for their
home room teacher out of recycled materials. The teachers then displayed them in a
fashion show!
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SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
 

The students had a field trip to Science World! By exploring all the interactive exhibits
they were able to enhance their knowledge on all things science! 
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SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
 

 

Being a caring citizen is part of the Canada Star Secondary School mission. Our
students did their part by collecting over 75 kg of garbage from Iona Beach,
performing a clothing drive and educating their peers about actions we can all do to
combat climate change.

The teachers and students participated in a dodgeball tournament in December! 


