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We have been busy!
This month the student body took part
in several charitable causes and acts of
kindness. They collected canned goods
for the Food Bank, handed out
carnations as an act of kindness,
cleaned up the beach and collected
over 1000 cereal boxes to donate. With
all these busy activities they have also
been hard at work at their studies as
they reach the halfway mark of the
semester. We are looking forward to
what is in store for May!

Nadine Yehiya - Coordinator of Admissions

Letter from the Head of School

Letter from Head of School
April 2022
Dear Parents / Carers:

The past month at Canada Star Secondary School has been a busy one.
We were pleased to distribute our interim report cards and to welcome many of you into the building to
meet with our teachers. We desire to help your child be as successful as possible. We are always ready
to assist in any way we can.
Our goal is for our students to be respectful, resilient, and hard-working young people who pursue fulfilled,
balanced, and purposeful lives. We feel that learning should be based on relationships, responsibility, and
purpose. We want our students to know they belong to a caring and relational community whose
members understand each other and grow together.
We have set a very lofty goal of collecting 1000 boxes of cereal that we will distribute to the local food
banks. This is one way that we can show our care for the local community. As of my writing of this
message, I am pleased to announce that we are very close to meeting our goal. We plan to have a very
special activity to celebrate our achievement prior to distributing the food to the food banks.
Coming up on May 6th, we will be doing a special presentation on creating “Safe Digital Communities.”
We recognize the importance of our students being safe as they navigate the internet.
As a whole school, we were proud to participate in Earth Day activities by offering our services to perform
a shoreline cleanup. We are proud of the many ways our students become involved in important global
issues.
We are planning a whole-school field trip to Granville Island to view a play entitled “The Code” at Carousel
Theatre on May 10th. This will be a great day!
We are proud to partner with many universities. Trent University has been ranked the number one
primarily undergraduate university in Ontario for the past ten years! We will be having Trent University
visit us on May 18th. Our students get special consideration when applying to Trent.
Please note that May 20th is a professional Development Day. We will be working on the First Peoples
Principles of Learning.
Our school is alive with activities and so many opportunities for your child. We are helping create
thoughtful, critical thinkers who are becoming the next global leaders with vision and courage.

Sincerely,

Robert Anstey
Principal

In the classroom
Drafting 10
Drafting 10 students are working on a personalized project, creating a museum to display their
photos and artwork in a 3D digital environment.

Social Studies 10
In Social Studies 10, students have continued to develop their awareness of Canada’s difficult
history as it relates to First Peoples, and possible ways forward for reconciliation.

English 10
The students of English Language Arts 10 have chosen notable authors, thinkers, and other
figures to write about as they sharpen their descriptive imagery skills.

MR.

TANNER

In the classroom
Career Life Connections 12
The Career Life Management students have begun to work on their Capstone Projects - a
definitive project that demonstrates the culmination of their learning of their entire academic
career thus far.
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TANNER

In the classroom
Science 10
In Mr. Mazzon's Science 10 class, the students researched famous chemists that provided
fundamental changes in scientific knowledge. The knowledge that we know today has been a
compounding effect of many years of brilliance by individuals throughout human history. Many
of the scientists that were selected won Nobel prizes for their innovative work. The students
took their knowledge of their chemist and shared their work by presenting the information to
their peers.

Anatomy and Physiology 12
In Anatomy and Physiology 12, the students recently finished their protein and enzyme unit.
Enzymes or biological catalysts play a vital role in everyday life by speeding up reactions to
allow the breakdown or building of molecules. To further understand enzyme kinetics, students
performed an activity in which they were the enzyme exposed to various environmental
changes such as temperature change, increased substrate and degradation of enzymes to
understand how the environment may affect enzymatic reactions.
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In the classroom
English Language Arts 8/9
In English Language Arts 8/9, students are currently reading the novel The Outsiders, which
explores the idea of how experiences (whether good or bad) can shape an individual along the
path to growing up. Later in the unit, students will be completing a visual project that reflects
both their own understanding of the novel, and how its themes relate to themselves as young
people.

Literary Studies 11
For the short stories unit, students in Literary Studies 11 class worked in pairs to create a poster
based on a short story of their choosing, with the very best posters to be displayed in the
classroom. On each poster, students shared their understanding of the literary elements within
the story, and how they connected to the story’s theme. It was very interesting to see the
different ideas each group brought to the project.

English Studies 12
IIn English Studies 12, we are embarking on the novel unit for The Great Gatsby. In this unit, we
are exploring the central idea of how a text’s historical context and setting affect a reader’s
interpretation of its theme. Students will also analyze the techniques that an author uses to
convey meaning and make connections between ideas in the novel and their real world
implications.
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TRUMAN

In the classroom
Food Studies 8/9
Everyone loves cupcakes and sweets from a bakery. Food Studies 8/9 students learn about
economics and entrepreneurship as they organize their own bake sale activities. This studentcentered project incorporates collaboration and differentiation by providing student choice. It
requires students to use inquiry, critical thinking, and creative minds during high-interest crosscurricular activities. We went to the grocery store to shop where they also used their math
skills to calculate the cost and estimate profits.

Mandarin 12
The Mandarin 12 class started to work on their children's book project. We went to the library on
Cambie Rd and read a lot of fun children’s books. Students will research, strategize and use
technology, critical thinking and art to make a complete and professional picture book. This
project will be fun! It will also be challenging and by the time it is finished, students will
definitely understand more about the picture book industry, the types of books that sell, how a
book is actually put together, and how many decisions are required.

MRS.

WU

In the classroom
Career Life Education 10
Career Life Education 10 students completed a workbook on resume making, and learned how
to start typing a resume using Microsoft Word. During the process they learned how resumes
should be typed, and the type of information to include and/or to avoid. They will continue with
their resume, and then, they will learn about cover letters and job interviews.

Pre-calculus 10
Math 10 students learned about exponents and how to use exponent laws for calculation. They
also learned that microbes including bacteria and viruses grow exponentially. This enabled
them to understand why pandemics like COVID-19 require extreme measures.
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In the classroom
Chemistry 11
Chemistry 11 students studied the molar concept. They learned the use of the mole or
Avogadro number (=6.2 X 10 23) to determine the actual number of atoms or molecules in a
given structure. They also practiced problems involving calculations with molar mass and gas
volumes. Students also made a poster that demonstrated the concept of the mole and how
large that number can be. They calculated the space required to include a mole of moles (the
later mole refers to the animal). It was a big surprise!

Chemistry 12
Chemistry 12 students learned that chemical reactions can go both ways (forward and
reverse) and can reach balance or dynamic equilibrium. This equilibrium is subject to Chatelier's
principle: when stress is applied to one side, the chemical reaction will shift to the other side to
counter the stress and bring back the equation to equilibrium. They also solved problems with
the use of the equilibrium constant.
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In the classroom
Physical Geography 12
Finishing up their unit on the environment and biology, students in Physical Geography 12 can
be seen here with their own self built aquatic or terrestrial ecosystems. These will be added to
the collection of ecosystems some of which are now 4 years old and still going strong.

Active Living 11 and 12
Spring is in the air and students in Active Living 11 and 12 were able to take advantage of the
lovely weather by going outside. Here they can be seen playing soccer and enjoying the sun.
This should be the first of many excursions outside to enjoy the sun and physical activity.
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DUNCAN

In the classroom
Physics 11
In Physics 11, the students have learned about projectile motion and Newton's Laws of Motion.
They have been encouraged to help each other on in-class assignments via discussions and
to present their viewpoints.

Physics 12
In Physics 12, the students learned about uniform circular motion. They learned not only from
the teacher but also from their classmates. The students became capable of identifying
centripetal forces from free body diagrams and setting up equations to solve various
advanced problems.

Calculus 12
In Calculus 12, the students have learned about how to take derivatives of advanced functions
such as exponential, trigonometric, and inverse trigonometric functions. They also learn how to
apply the sum rule, the difference rule, the product rule, the quotient rule, and the chain rule.
This is a very important chapter in their mathematical development.
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CHIANG

In the classroom
Drama 8 and 9
In Drama 8/9, students are working on creating their own pantomime performances. Gaining
inspiration from the famous Mr. Bean, students are exploring what it is like to use physical
comedy on stage without speaking. We had to take advantage of the beautiful weather and
practice our scenes outside!

English Language Learning 10
Students in English Language Learning 10 are working towards creating their own children's
books. We began by taking a trip to the Richmond Public Library where each student selected
a children's book of their choice to read in front of the class. It will be exciting to see what kinds
of creative stories they will be able to produce on their own.
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HENNIG

WE HAD A FANTASTIC TRIP TO THE
MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY AT UBC.
STUDENTS

SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
From Daniel Hanley - Grade 6 Teacher

The students had a chance to bid on a teacher to get a pie in their face! The money raised
from this event is going towards purchasing 1008 cereal boxes to be donated to the Food Bank.
Our students have been so generous that we have exceeded our goal! We are so proud of
them!
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SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
From Daniel Hanley - Grade 6 Teacher

On Earth Day, our students helped clean up Terra Nova Park. They celebrated their
accomplishment afterwards by joining in to celebrate Shakespeare's 458th birthday with some
pizza and doughnuts!

WE HAD A FANTASTIC TRIP TO THE
MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY AT UBC.
STUDENTS

SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
From Daniel Hanley - Grade 6 Teacher

Canada Star Secondary School students added some color and Easter spirit to our parking lot
through chalk drawings. We saw some very creative designs!

This month was full of acts of kindness. Our students handed out free carnations at the nearby
sky train station and were able to put a smile on a lot of people's faces!

