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The last few months have been
busy at Canada Star Secondary!
Students excitingly partook in various
field trips and in school activities
such as dress like a teacher day and
pj day. We are so proud of how hard
our students have been working
over the last couple of months. We
are excited to start planning our next
school year and are looking forward
to welcoming some new students
to our campus in September. We
wish everyone a wonderful and
restful summer break! 

Nadine Yehiya - Coordinator of Admissions

Summer is Here!



June 2022

Dear Parents / Carers:
 
As the final days for this term draw to a close, I would like to acknowledge the efforts made by so very many
of our students, staff, and parents in the Canada Star Secondary School community during the course of this
year. The extraordinary commitment made by everyone means that we can continue to succeed and
flourish as a learning community. 

This newsletter will include the months of May and June. They have been incredibly busy months. You will
see the many things that have happened in such a short time. I am particularly proud that our school
managed to collect 1400 boxes of cereal for The Greater Vancouver Food bank, The Richmond Food Bank,
and Covenant House. This is such a huge accomplishment for our school. The Richmond News covered the
event and the story can be found here: https://www.richmond-news.com/local-news/video-richmond-school
creates-domino-chain-with-1400-cereal-boxes-5410589
 
As I write this, we are preparing for our 2022 graduation ceremonies at The Vancouver Club. We are so proud
of our graduates and know that they will do extraordinary things in the future.  

 I am delighted to report that all of our teachers are returning to Canada Star Secondary School for the next
academic year which ensures great stability. This will include Mrs. Tong who will be returning from her
maternity leave. This will mean that we reluctantly say farewell to Mr. Truman who has been replacing Mrs.
Tong during her absence. We wish Mr. Truman every success in the future and sincerely thank him for his
contribution to our school and students. 

The leadership team has already commenced planning for the new academic year, and we will return to the
office on August 23, 2022 to put into place a smooth opening for all parts of the school. 

Finally, I wish all our Canada Star Secondary School families all the very best for the summer holidays and
look forward to welcoming you all back, relaxed and refreshed for what promises to be an enjoyable and
productive year. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Anstey
Principal

Letter from the Head of School
Letter from Head of School



Drafting 10

In Drafting 10, students are hard at work completing their final projects, some having opted to
craft scale models of their designs.

In the classroom

Social Studies 10 students have been learning about Canada’s democracy by exploring ways
to take part in its governance. 

Social Studies 10

M R .  T A N N E R

English 10 

English 10 students have taken what they’ve learned about story character development, and
designed their own role-playing game characters, complete with their own history and set of
unique traits.



In the classroom

M R .  T A N N E R




Career Life Connections 12

Career Life Connections 12 students are now presenting their Capstone projects - projects that
connect to their interests and skills that will be valuable after graduation. 



Science 10

In science 10, our students did experiments to visualize the vast amount of DNA found in the
cells of fruit. They performed cell lysis to open up the structure of both the nuclear and cell
membrane to extract DNA. They then used a density gradient to spool the DNA to visualize
DNA with their own eyes. The science 10 students also went to the Capilano Suspension Bridge
to witness the old-growth forests and diversity in our temperate rainforests here in British
Columbia.

In the classroom

The Anatomy and Physiology 12 students went to UBC to partake in a PCR lab at the Micheal
Smith Lab. The students isolated their own DNA from chromosome 8 to see if they contained
a specific gene. To see if they contained the gene on chromosome 8 the students used
multiple molecular biology techniques including PCR to amplify their DNA and gel
electrophoresis to visualize the DNA bands on an agarose gel. 

Anatomy and Physiology 12

M R .  M A Z Z O N



English Language Arts 8/9
In English Language Arts 8/9, students have completed the novel unit on The Outsiders, and
have also completed the final unit on personal identity, where they submitted a personal
essay on an event where they have learned something significant in their life. We are now
reviewing the past units we have completed, particularly poetry terms, and story structure in
preparation for the final exam.

In the classroom

In Literary Studies 11, students were given a choice of their own novel to read, and will be
completing either a report or PPT presentation on their novel of choice. Their final project will
include details in areas such as the literary devices used, as well as the major themes of the
literary work and how these themes apply to our everyday life. This will be taken as their final
assessment for the term to finish out the year.

Literary Studies 11

M R .  T R U M A N

English Studies 12 
In English Studies 12, students are finishing up their passion projects. This project had students
choose a theme of interest to themselves and conduct research on their chosen topic. Their
theme of choice should be related to at least one of the texts we studied during the course to
demonstrate their understanding of the material beyond just the text itself. During the project,
students also learned how to compile an annotated bibliography as part of the grade.



Food Studies 8/9 
We enjoyed Chinese culture week! We learned about the major festival in China. Watched a
documentary about delicious food. At the end of the unit, students enjoyed making dumplings
and taught each other how to make "Jiaozi" properly. It was a fascinating thing that we could
explore as a class! 
 

In the classroom

Mandarin 12 students created a lot of cool books for young children to read. They got to
experience what it takes to write a book. Students understood more about the picture book
industry, the types of books that sell, how a book is actually put together, and how many
decisions are required.

Mandarin 12

M R S .  W U



Pre-Calculus 11 
Pre-Calculus 11 students designed a logo for a space tourism company as their project. The
logo includes reciprocal functions and absolute value functions. Here is an example from Duc,
he included at least 20 functions to design the logo. He is the winner who gets a "free ticket" to
the destination of his choice. 
 

In the classroom

M R S .  W U



Students learned a great deal about linear equations and how to use them in real world
situations. An example was how to determine the meeting point (time, distance) of two cable
car lines. Students also learned the proper constraints with real world functions. 

Career Life Education 10
Students made a poster on stress and stress management techniques. Students showed
that stress can be positive (exercise, job interview, taking an exam) or negative (traffic jam for
hours, family conflict, loss of job). Students found out about mindfulness and other stress
management techniques which are essential for wellness, work and life. 

In the classroom

Pre-calculus 10

M R .  H A N N A



We used red and blue litmus papers to identify acidic and basic drinks. Students discovered
that many drinks are acidic more than basic. This experiment has a cross curricular
importance. It links chemistry with biology, nutrition, and health sciences 

Chemistry 11
We did an inquiry / presentation linking the importance of sic and trans in organic chemistry in
fats. This was a cross-curricular project that linked organic chemistry with biology, nutrition and
health sciences.

In the classroom

Chemistry 12 

M R .  H A N N A



Active Living 11 and 12 can be seen here on FUN FRIDAYS enjoying their physical activity of
choice. They are playing Hockey and half way through the class would switch to Basketball to
finish the class. 

Physical Geography 12

In Physical Geography 12 students have been learning about the features of weather and
climate. Here they can be seen completing a lab meant to give them a first hand experience in
cloud formation.

In the classroom

Active Living 11 and 12 

M R .  D U N C A N



In English Language Learning, we practiced reading skills by looking at the instructions of
baking recipes. Students took their skills to the kitchen and prepared a tasty traditional
Canadian delicacy called Nanaimo bars. It was a fun activity that we hope to do again in the
future. Many students were natural talents in the kitchen too!

Drama 8 and 9
Students in Drama 8/9 took advantage of the rare moment of sunshine and spent class
enjoying the cool breeze outside. In the last few weeks, students have been leading their own
improvisation games for the class as well, to practice leadership and to practice respecting one
another as an audience and as performers.

In the classroom

English Language Learning 10

M R .  H E N N I G



WE HAD A FANTASTIC TRIP TO THE

MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY AT UBC.

STUDENTS

From Daniel Hanley -  Grade 6 Teacher
  




SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES



Our school was proud to host the graduation ceremony and dinner for the graduating class of
2022 on June 10th at the prestigious Vancouver Club in downtown Vancouver.  This was our
first off-site graduation since the COVID-19 began. We are already looking forward to hosting
the event at the wonderful venue again next year. The food, celebration, and ceremony were
first class! 
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SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES



Twenty six of our students braved the elements to go camping in the mountains. Despite
being a very rainy couple of days, the students made it through with some valuable experience
and a lot of memories that they'll be sure to keep with them for years to come. Well done to
all! 
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SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES






Canada Star Secondary School students and teachers participated in spirit week by dressing
up as a teacher or student.  We saw some very creative costumes!

This month was full of acts of kindness. Our students generously donated 1400 cereal boxes to
the local food bank! Before that they built a giant game of dominos with the cereal boxes! It
was very exciting to see the finished product. 


