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Fall is Here!
The last couple of months have
been busy at Canada Star
Secondary! Students got the chance
to attend a few field trips to help
supplement their in class
learning.They have also participated
in a lot of in school activities! In
September we handed out awards
to our top students from last year.
Our students also dressed up and
participated in a number of
Halloween activities. We are excited
to see what this school year has in
store for us!
Nadine Yehiya - Coordinator of Admissions
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Letter from Head of School
October 2022
Dear Parents / Carers:

The start of the 2022-2023 Canada Star Secondary School academic year has been such a busy and
lively one. Our students and staff returned to school with great enthusiasm and energy. It is energy
unlike what I have seen in recent years. It is so exciting.
Our primary purpose remains to meet the learning needs of each of our students and provide them with
a safe and supportive environment in which they can grow into responsible, reflective, caring, and
resilient young people who can think and communicate effectively.
The semester is going so quickly. Our interim report cards will be distributed on November 8th and our
Parent – Teacher conferences will be held on November 10th. The interim report is an informal document
that will provide a quick glimpse into how your student has been progressing as well as their attendance
record. It is important that each parent discuss the report with their child.
Our university visits have started. On October 12th, we hosted McMaster University. Brock University will
be visiting us on November 11th and The University of Alberta will be here on November 17th. There will
be others happening as well. Please check the school calendar online.
I had the privilege of being invited to meet with the President of Trent University on October 20th. Trent
University has been named the #1 primarily undergraduate university in Ontario for the past 11 years.
Our students have a unique and exclusive pathway to Trent University.
I continue to be active as the Assistant Executive Director for the Group Four Schools Association for
British Columbia. It is an honor to help guide other schools.
Our Ministry of Education inspection was done on October 18th and 19th. Our school performed
exceptionally well and we are so proud of our team for the success of the inspection.
Our field trips have started, and we delight to have our students experience learning outside of the
classroom. Our first field trip was to Capilano Suspension Bridge and this involved the students studying
science with Mr. Mazzon. Our second field trip was to Granville Island where students watched Frozen
River – nikwatin sipiy as performed by the Manitoba Theatre for Young People.
Our students also participated in a webinar with other schools in the province entitled “Social Media
Awareness – Digital Footprints and Cyberbullying.” We do want to do our part to help our students stay
safe online.
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In September we hosted our Academic Awards assembly where we acknowledged the top students in
each class from last semester. Each of the recipients also received the SILVER ACADEMIC PIN.
Congratulations!
There are three provincial assessments that all students must write as required components of the
graduation program. We will be writing GLA 10 on October 31st , GLA 12 on November 2nd, and GNA 10
on November 4th. Please remind students of the importance of doing their best on these important
exams.
I invite parents and guardians to check out our website (www.canadastarsecondary.ca) and follow us on
social media for the latest Canada Star Secondary School news and upcoming events. Our school is so
lively, and we update our social media regularly.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us at 604-285-7766.

Sincerely,

Robert Anstey
Principal

In the classroom
Science 8/9
The Science 8/9 students have been working to understand what defines "life", and how
different modes of reproduction lead to evolution and speciation. In an effort to better
appreciate how we know these features of our natural world, the students have been
practicing the creation of experiments and developing their observational skills.

English Language Arts 10
Our English Language Arts 10 students have spent much of the beginning of the semester
sharpening their writing skills, and are now working with figurative language and poetry that
will allow them to embellish their work, adding depth and style.

Social Studies 10
Social Studies 10 students have been hard at work learning about the challenges offered by
Canada's often harsh physical geography. They've also been refining their argumentative skills,
recognizing logical fallacies before they are caught off guard, and developing a framework of
understanding ethical issues. This will be necessary as we begin to learn about the tragic
history of our continent's indigenous peoples under the authority of the Canadian government.

MR. TANNER

In the classroom
Drafting 11
On the technical front, Drafting 11 is a new course offered this year, and students are taking
their designs to the next level. They are focusing on an understanding of the material costs of
their designs, as well as real-life building codes as they develop their projects.

MR. TANNER

In the classroom
Science 10
The last two months have moved by very quickly with various activities happening both inside
and outside the classroom. We started the semester off with a field trip to the Capilano
Suspension Bridge to witness biodiversity here in BC. We then went to the Cleveland Dam to
see how energy transformations produce electricity here in the lower mainland. It is very
important for our students to see life outside of the classroom. Continuing with our in-class
learning, students performed a plethora of chemical reactions using qualitative observations to
document their findings. In these chemical reactions, students observed how we make natural
gas safe by incorporating the smell of rotten eggs (sulfur compound) into the gas so that if a
leak occurs in a gas line people can exit their household safely.

Life Sciences 11
Life Sciences 11 incorporates all facets of life from the three domains of life so, it is important to
showcase the diversity in our temperate rainforest here in BC. So, to start the semester off, we
embarked on a field trip to the Capilano Suspension Bridge. While at the Suspension bridge, we
observed various raptors and organisms that make the pacific northwest their home. We then
went to the Cleveland Dam to see how energy transformations produce electricity here in the
lower mainland. While at the dam, we went on a little hike for some aerobic activity and
partook in class yoga with our wonderful student teacher Maria. In class, we are working on
culturing bacteria before we begin a Gram staining test to identify whether the bacterial
samples in the student's plates are gram positive or negative.

MR. MAZZON

In the classroom
Literary Studies 11
Since September, students in Literary Studies 11 moved from working together to write 6-word
stories to analyzing longer prose. Our students demonstrated excellent creative writing skills
and collaboration in the flash fiction and memoir writing unit. Their compositions were
reflective, entertaining, and sincere. As they wrestle with the questions regarding factors that
shape decision-making, our scholars will work on improving their critical reading skills during our
short story unit. Already, there have been quality insights shared during discussions!

English Studies 12
This month wraps up our 2-month long unit on short stories. Students in English Studies 12
have worked so hard in improving their analysis and writing skills. As a final activity to the unit
before their exam, the class enjoyed a competitive game of Jeopardy. Our Grade 12s take full
advantage of the help offered, whether it is during Student Success Centre or informal,
impromptu sessions after school.

MRS. TONG

In the classroom
Pre-Calculus 12
We are working on Exponential Functions and Logarithmic Functions. Students could apply
functions to real-world problems! They investigate one of their favourite movies and find and
record the box office revenues for the first 10 weeks. Students graphed the data, analyze the
data and predict the cumulative revenue after week 15.

Mandarin 12
Students are working on the topic of Chinese Canadian History. We played the Time Shuffle
Card Game. This timeline-building game introduced students to a number of historically
significant events in Chinese Canadian history and helped them understand the chronological
sequence of those events. Students also approached the unit through different activities such
as Kahoot, acting as a teacher, and looking at historical photographs.

MRS. WU

In the classroom
Mandarin 11
Students are working on the topic of the History of China. In their presentation, students
discussed how this dynasty rose and fell and what contribution each dynasty made to society.
They even talked about what clothes they wear and how their makeup was different.
Students also learned that Chinese knotting knots act as a symbol of longevity and eternity. At
the end of the class, each student made a Chinese knotting bracelet!

MRS. WU

In the classroom
Career Life Education 10
In career-life education, students learned how to present themselves and how to search and
talk about their career of choice. They presented a colorful poster and showed the best options
for future careers. They also talked about factors that influenced their decision in selecting
future careers, what are the possible obstacles they may encounter and what they could do
to avoid them or minimize their effects.

Pre-calculus 10
In foundation of calculus mathematics 10, students learned how the angles of right triangles
can be used to calculate certain ratios. We call them trigonometric ratios. They learned how
these ratios can be used in designing roads, buildings, bridges, and in measuring heights of
mountains, trees, towers and slopes of hills and sky places (driving conditions and some sky
sites are limited to certain slopes or inclines). They also started another unit that covers
exponents. They will learn how to use exponents in measuring growth and spread of diseases.

MR. HANNA

In the classroom
Chemistry 11
Chemistry 11 students learned about the atomic theory and how the atom was discovered
and how its structure evolved until it reached its current model. They also learned about the
elements and their major types (example: metals, non metals ) and how they react with each
other. They used the periodic table to further study the elements and to understand the types
of chemical bonds. Students presented a poster that discusses the atom structure and the
different atomic theories. They also presented the modern design of the atom and showed
how elements react with each other. Students also started a new unit that studies the
calculations of real atomic mass using a special number known as Avogadro number. They
learned how to calculate that number and to use it in calculating real atomic and chemical
masses.

Chemistry 12
In Chemistry 12 students searched the impact of environmental factors like temperature and
the impact of catalysts and organic enzymes on the speed of chemical reactions. They made
a poster project that provided examples such as the use of catalysts in industry and in car
engines (catalytic converters) and the use of enzymes in biological functions including
respiration (breathing) and digestion. Students enjoyed working and demonstrated excellent
rapport in this project. They also began a new unit and learned about chemical reactions that
go both ways and how certain environmental factors can affect these bisectional chemical
reactions.

MR. HANNA

In the classroom
Social Studies 11
Students in Explorations of Social Studies 11 have been learning about contemporary moral
issues and are just about to finish their unit on government. Here they can be seen working
diligently on their ideal government project. Where they need to contemplate important
questions about what is necessary for good governance.

Physical Health Education 8, 9, & 10
Students in Physical Health Education 8, 9, & 10 have had the opportunity to take part in a
variety of physical activities such as: badminton, pickle ball, volleyball, basketball, dodge ball,
archery and soccer. They also enjoyed a visit to the pumpkin patch.

MR. DUNCAN

In the classroom
Physics 11
In Physics 11, the students have become capable of determining the number of scientific
figures, calculating resultant vectors, and applying the kinematics formulas

Physics 12
In Physics 12, the students have learned about static equilibrium and uniform circular motion.

MR. CHIANG

In the classroom
Pre-Calculus 11
In Pre-Calculus 11, the students have learned about trigonometry , sine law and cosine law. In
Mr. Chiang's class, every student has the chance to be the teacher. Mr. Chiang sometimes has
the students use the internet to collect and synthesize information in order to learn certain
topics. In doing so, the students get to think creatively and with curiosity and wonder when
exploring problems. The students take turns to present their perspectives and to discuss it
with the rest of the class. In doing so, the students get to use mathematical vocabulary and
language to contribute to discussions in the classroom.

Calculus 12
The students in Calculus 12 have learned about rational functions, functional representation of
discontinuous points and vertical asymptotes, the concept and evaluation of limits, and the
relationship and difference between differentiability and continuity.

MR. CHIANG

In the classroom
Drama 10
Students in Drama are currently rehearsing for their class project of Roald Dahl's Jack and the
Beanstalk. We are in the process of memorizing lines and adapting the script for the stage.
Students will continue to work on characterization as well as costumes and props. The Drama
students have also created short skits for Canada Star's Feel Fabulous Friday initiative. Our last
set of skits centered around the topic of effective listening!

English Language Learning 10
This month, English Language Learning students have been putting their reading and
speaking skills to the test by making Newfoundland Moose Nibbles in the kitchen. These sweet
treats are a Canadian delicacy! It was exciting to change environments for a few classes and
do something a bit different. The students were thrilled with how the snacks turned out and
were excited to share them with the rest of the school.

MR. HENNIG

WE HAD A FANTASTIC TRIP TO THE
SCHOOLOFEVENTS
& ACTIVITIES
MUSEUM
ANTHROPOLOGY
AT UBC.
STUDENTS
From Daniel Hanley - Grade 6 Teacher

Our students had the opporutnity to see the play Frozen River at the Carousel Theatre on
Granville Island. It was such an amazing play!
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Canada Star Secondary School students and teachers participated in Halloween by dressing
up as spooky characters. We saw some very creative costumes!

In September, we awarded our top students
from last semester with certificates and the
coveted silver academic pins!

Our Student Success Centre runs Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays! Students can visit
their teacher to ask questions and get help on
assignments they are working on for class.

