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We hope all our students had a
restful winter break! November and
December were filled with a lot of
fun activities and field trips. Students
visited Science World, the Museum
of Anthropology and went skating at
the local recreation centre.
December was filled with lots of fun
holiday activities including a fashion
show by the teachers! We are
looking forward to more educational
activities and field trips in 2023!

Nadine Yehiya - Coordinator of Admissions

Happy New Year!



Letter from the Head of School
Letter from Head of School

January 2023

Dear Parents / Carers:

Happy New Year! We trust that you had a wonderful winter break and that your child is refreshed and
ready to start classes again.

It is hard to believe that we have already completed four months of school! The school year and the
pace of school is moving quickly with students managing multiple projects, assignments, and
assessments. Our teachers continue to be committed to making sure students are well prepared to do
their best and are mindful of other expectations and deadlines students have. You can support your child
by helping them stay organized and checking in regularly to see if they are on top of their schoolwork, yet
also maintaining reasonable life balance. When in doubt or you have concerns, talk to your child, and
communicate with teachers as necessary.

We have also arrived at the colder, rainy season and this can have an impact on health. Please
encourage your child to wash their hands regularly, eat well, get regular exercise, and go to bed early
enough to get the necessary sleep they need. Good nutrition, exercise, and rest will bolster their immune
system, and this helps children manage the many challenges they face. We want our students to be
balanced, healthy, and resilient young people and this requires a supportive partnership and ongoing
communication between students, parents/caregivers, and the school.

With the flu season in full swing, and influenza activity and respiratory illnesses such as COVID-19 and
RSV on the rise, students and families are reminded to perform a general health check before coming to
school each day. If you are sick and unable to participate fully in routine activities, do NOT come to school.
The BC Provincial Health Officer is urging the public to stay home if they are sick, regardless of what kind
of illness it is, and are encouraging people to wear masks when in crowded places and indoors. Additional
basic measures for protecting students, staff, and families include staying up to date with vaccines,
practicing health awareness, washing/sanitizing hands regularly, and practicing good respiratory hygiene
(cough or sneeze into your sleeve, not your hands).

We continued to have universities visit us in November including Brock University, The University of
Alberta, and Northwest University. Should your child have any questions regarding universities and the
admission process, please have them see Miss. Fei or Mr. Mazzon. They will be happy to assist.

Since the last newsletter, we have issued our interim report cards and met many of you for parent/
teacher conferences. Our goal is to help your child do the very best they can.

Our school, in conjunction with Windsor Hall, chose a family in Nunavut and fundraised to buy the
Christmas presents for the family of four. This is a tradition we hold dear, and the family is always so
overjoyed when their packages arrive. We believe in teaching our students the importance of helping
others.

We wish you and your family all the very best that 2023 may bring.

Sincerely, 

Robert Anstey
Principal



Science 8/9
The Science 8/9 students have been learning about the nature of matter, and how it is
configured at its smallest scale. To help reinforce the lessons learned, they had the opportunity
to visit Science World, where they were able to get their hands on a number of related
demonstrations, along with having a lot of fun.

In the classroom

English 10 students have been developing their literary analysis skills by dissecting the work of
some great poets. As well, they have begun to explore what makes a good story good, and
how to make a character matter to a reader. 

English Language Arts 10 

M R .  T A N N E R

Social Studies 10
The Social Studies 10 students were hard at work adding a tremendous level of detail to
models demonstrating the architecture of peoples indigenous to North America.



In the classroom

M R .  T A N N E R
 

Drafting 11 
The Drafting 11 students have been developing individual projects based on personal interest.
Each of them are focusing on a different set of curricular skills, and their creations are truly
unique. For instance, we have the development of a moon base design, a house inspired by
crystalline structures, and a study in designs based on wood joinery rather than nails or other
fasteners.



Science 10
Our Science 10 class, journeyed to Science World in Vancouver to see innovation in work. During
the trip, the students got to see the famous exhibit featuring various organisms from the
genus Tyrannosaurus which directly correlates to our unit on speciation and extinction. While
at Science World our students collaborated to assemble skeleton structures and archways. In
class, our students completed a research project on a topic within the realm of biotechnology.
The students each gathered information on modern topics such as the 2020 Nobel-winning
prize CRISPR. The students summarized very complex topics and instructed their peers on the
topics. 

In the classroom

Heading into Christmas break, our Life Sciences 11 students showcased what it is to be caring
citizens, effective communicators, and collaborators when they organized a clothing drive for
the entire school. Our students went around presenting their findings on climate change and
the small things we can each do to help our environment and people in need during the
Christmas holidays. With all of the clothing collected, it will be donated to various charities
around Vancouver and Richmond. We are very proud of the philanthropic work that our
students did. During the last two months, our Life Sciences 11 students went on a field trip to
the Museum of Anthropology at UBC to see artifacts of hominins throughout history. At the
museum, our students also paid their respects to the large number of First Peoples affected
by colonization, small steps in our journey to reconciliation.

Life Sciences 11

M R .  M A Z Z O N



Literary Studies 11
Throughout November, students in Literary Studies 11 read and analyzed the novel Of Mice and
Men. As part of their culminating activity, students participated in a courtroom drama of the
novel. Students also showcased their creativity in the novel unit project

In the classroom

M R S .  T O N G

English Studies 12 

For English Studies 12, students read and analyzed the novel Brave New World. Students
completed multiple assignments that showcased their creativity, communication, and critical
thinking. They created marketing materials based off of the novel, wrote satires, and compiled
scrapbooks that connected the novel with contemporary society. 

      



In the classroom

Students in Mandarin 11 and Mandarin 12 are celebrating Christmas and New year by making
Chinese knotting. We learnt about the history and culture of knotting. In Chinese, "knot means
reunion, friendliness, peace, warmth, marriage, love, etc. They are often used to express good
wishes, including happiness, prosperity, love and the absence of evil. 

Mandarin 11/12

M R S .  W U

Students in Pre-Calculus 12 were working on the Sinusoidal Function. In their projects, students
gather and examine a periodic data set that can be modelled well with a sinusoidal function.
They compare the number of daylight hours over a year in two latitudes. Here is an example
from Jane Guo. 
 

Pre-Calculus 12



In the Foundation of Calculus Mathematics 10, students learned how to use exponents and
how to combine operations with different types of exponents. They also extended the use of
exponents to algebraic expressions known as polynomials that involved variables like X or Y of
different integer powers (exponents). Students learned to use basic algebraic operations on
polynomials and how to factor them. The use of exponents and polynomials is important in
future classes in calculus and physics. 

Career Life Education 10

In Career-Life Education 10, students created their own resume. They continued to search for
their career of choice and modeled their resume to fit their selection. They made sure that
they searched for resume links and workbooks. Every resume was tailored and covered each
student’s own goals, qualifications, needs, experiences and interests.

In the classroom

Pre-calculus 10

M R .  H A N N A



In Chemistry 12 class, students learned how chemicals dissolve differently in water. Students
began to learn about acids and bases: how to identify them, how to measure their strength,
where to find them and why they are needed. 

Chemistry 11
Chemistry 11 students learned and studied the measures of real atomic mass using a special
number known as Avogadro number or the mole (like the dozen which is also another special
number). They learned how small the atom can be and how much space we need in order to
fill an imaginary planet with an Avogadro number of anything. 

In the classroom

Chemistry 12 

M R .  H A N N A



Students in Physical Health Education participated in a variety of activities. Here they can be
seen enjoying a game of capture the flag.

Social Studies 11 

Students in Social Studies 11 have been exploring issues of social justice through a series of
debates on issues such as how to solve racism and income inequality. Here they are shown in
their final debate on the question of whether reparations should be used as a tool to solve
discrimination. 

In the classroom

Physical Health Education 8, 9, & 10

M R .  D U N C A N



Physical Geography 12
Students in Physical Geography 12 can be seen here trying to identify and classify a variety of
rock and mineral specimens. They did a great job going above and beyond by figuring out the
exact type, not just classifying if they were sedimentary, igneous or metamorphic. In another 
 lab students modelled convergent and divergent boundaries. 

In the classroom

M R .  D U N C A N



Physics 11

The students have learned about Newton’s laws of motion, free body diagrams, external and
internal forces in a system, and the work-energy theorem. They are encouraged to critically
evaluate each other’s solutions and to respectfully present their viewpoints 

In the classroom

M R .  C H I A N G



The students have learned about centripetal force, momentum, and gravitational dynamics.
The students are encouraged to communicate scientific ideas and to establish evidence-
based arguments 

Calculus 12

The students have learned the applications of derivatives. The topics include linearization,
mean value theorem, and related rate. They can learn by researching via the internet and by
discussions. In doing so, they have explored, analyzed, and applied mathematical ideas with
critical thinking and technology.

In the classroom

Physics 12

M R .  C H I A N G



In November, ELL students took a trip to the public library to find Children's Books. These books
were used as inspiration for their own children's books. It provided students with a fun and
unique way to practice their English grammar skills.

Drama 10 
In Drama 10, students have recently finished writing and producing their own short scenes.
Scenes centered around CROW (Character, Relationship, Objective, and Where). As the
semester wraps up, we look forward to one more acting project! 

In the classroom

English Language Learning 10

M R .  H E N N I G



English 8 and 9 students wrapped up their novel study on Mary Harelkin Bishop's Tunnels of
Time at the end of November. To show their learning and understanding of the book, they
wrote and produced their own movie trailer. We had lots of fun running around the school and
filming the different parts of the story!

Career Life Connections 
Students in CLC are currently in the process of completing their Capstone Projects. The
Capstone Project centers around sharing a personal story with classmates and brainstorming
potential career options. 

In the classroom

English 8/9

M R .  H E N N I G



WE HAD A FANTASTIC TRIP TO THE

MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY AT UBC.

STUDENTS

From Daniel Hanley -  Grade 6 Teacher
  

 

SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
 

In December, we hosted a holiday fashion show and talent show! The students enjoyed
creating outfits out of recycled materials for their teachers to model. Our talented students
also performed for their peers. 



WE HAD A FANTASTIC TRIP TO THE

MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY AT UBC.

STUDENTS

From Daniel Hanley -  Grade 6 Teacher
  

 

SCHOOL EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
 

 

Canada Star Secondary School students participated in a school wide Bingo Game! It was so
much fun and so many prizes were won!

Our students had the opportunity to go skating at the nearby recreation centre! 
 


